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President’s Message 

 Wherever you live in Virginia the 37th Annual 

Virginia Watercolor Exhibition certainly would have been 

worth the drive.  You could have feasted your eyes on 

paintings by some of the best watercolor artists in the 

Commonwealth.  William Anderson, Leslie Belvin and 

their hard working committees put together a tremen-

dous opening weekend as well as a beautiful show. 

 

 Arts on Main, founded by Kay Van Dyke, is a 

lovely exhibition space and the show was expertly hung.  

Mel Stabin’s workshop at Bay School Community arts 

Center, headed by Pam Doss, was sold out and from 

what I’ve heard was a great experience.  Even rain could 

not dampen the special awards banquet at White Hall—

such a lovely venue.  My hope is that Arts on Main expe-

rienced record attendance during the exhibition. The 

more people who see what watercolor can do—the 

more they see the range of subjects and styles on dis-

play at the 37th annual exhibition — the closer we come 

to fulfilling our goal for VWS to foster the advancement 

and study of aquamedia painting and to provide infor-

mation about aquamedia painting to the public. 

 

 It was good to see so many of you at the busi-

ness meeting.  I’m going to ask that the minutes be in-

cluded in this edition of the Waterlogue.  Also note that 

images of this show and past shows as will as minutes of 

past annual meetings can be found on our website at 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org 

 

 Turning to 2017, our exhibition will be in Win-

chester at the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley.  It will 

be a fall show that will be  on display as the museum’s 

featured exhibition for three months.  Julie Read and 

Mary Fetter and their committee will oversee the exhi-

bition along with the museum staff.  Look for more in-

formation from Julie as time goes on. 

 
 VWS exhibition weekends are sometimes the 

only occasion that I run into artist friends from across 

the state.  It is always lovely to see ”what everyone has 

been up to” and to celebrate their successes.  Seeing 

how other painters use and respond to the challenging 

medium sparks new thoughts and suggests new direc-

tions I might pursue or incorporate in my own work.  

Artists are always looking and interpreting.  Where will 

my art be in 2017—what about yours? 

 
   Gwen Bragg 
  President, Virginia Watercolor Society

BEST IN SHOW, VWS AWARD by Holland Wentz Ether-

ridge, Hampton, “The Taxi Driver” 



  Total amount distributed- $3757.28 

  Creasy-Johnson Fund Balance- $13,058.00  

  Approved- Requests from college students in 

  Virginia for Virginia schools for scholarship 

  grants in watercolor media. Check the re-

  quirements.   Establishing a deadline date 

  soon. 

Waterlogue Editor’s Report – none 

37th Annual VWS Chairperson’s report- Leslie Bel-

  vin and Bill Andersen 

Welcome to all 

Recognition 

 Kay Van Dyke, AoM; Ann Brooks, volun-

 teer; Pam Doss, Bay School Executive Director; 

 Betsy Henderson, AoM Executive Director and 37th 

 Annual VWS Committee members, David Evans, 

 Treasurer; Carol Negus-Rosenfeld, Publicity; Wanda 

 Friend, Fundraising, Pam Doss, Bay School Executive 

 Director; Connie Fulton, Awards. 

Old Business- 

Voted to amend the bylaws which were published in the 

Waterlogue - Provisional Membership (please see 

attached). The vote was unanimous to accept. 

Eligible Work Clarification- Voted on by the board.  Was 

not in the prospectus this year but will be included 

next year (see attached). 

New Business- 

      38th Annual VWS Exhibition Report - Julie Read 

 The exhibit dates are October 13th 2017 

 through January 14th 2018 at the Shenandoah 

 Valley Museum in Winchester. The exhibition 

 will be treated like a regular exhibition in the  

 museum. 

 July 1st, 2017 is deadline for entries. 

 Mike Bailey will be juror and workshop artist.  

     Roanoke is the proposed host for the 39th Annual 

 VWS Exhibition for 2018. 

Adjourned- 10:45 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie Belvin, VWS Acting Secretary 

2016 Exhibition Co-chairperson 

Virginia Watercolor Society                                                                                                                                                      

Annual General Meeting                                                                                                                                                             

May 21, 2016 

Call to Order- Gwen Bragg called the AGM to order at 10:01. 

She expressed appreciation to 37th VWS Chairpersons -Bill 

Andersen and Leslie Belvin and their committee members.  

 State Officers were recognized- 

Lynn Hosegood, Treasurer 

Karen Schwartz, Membership and Webmaster 

William Frable and Jean Miller, Editors 

Susan Stuller, Creasy-Johnson Fund 

Area reps were recognized as well. 

Minutes- Gwen asked for a motion to dispense with the 

reading of the minutes. The motion was made and second-

ed.  The minutes were approved as written. 

Reports- 

Treasurer Report- Lynn Hosegood (see attached Trees-

 urer’s report) 

 Operating Account- $52,402.32 

 Creasy-Johnson Account (overage from Exhibition 

 Committee minus seed money annually) - 

 $13.263.67 

 Robert C. Carter Account- $18, 961.66 

Membership Report- Karen Schwartz  

332 members currently which includes 15 Life 

  memberships and 34 new members.                                   

  328 members last year.  

  Members are encouraged  to check their emails and 

 spam folders for membership notifications.  Dead

 line due date for membership is January 31st or by 

 the due date for art entry. 

 Creasy-Johnson Fund Report- given by Brenda 

Hounshell for Susan Stuller 

 The board granted four requests this year:  

  $1000 Thomas Jefferson Middle School – watercol-

  or classes 

  $750 Swanson School in Arlington—500 students 

  involved in watercolor classes taught by a 

  visiting  art teacher 

  $1000 – adult watercolor classes with goal of fos-

  tering an understanding of watercolor me-

  dia. 

  $1000 - Dominion High School 10-11th grade stu-

  dents instructed in watercolor and monies 

  also went toward art supplies.  

*For more information regarding the Creasy-Johnson Fund 

recipients, check reports included on pages 4—7 of this Wa-

terlogue and the VWS website under grant information. 



FROM THE  37th ANNUAL VWS EXHIBITION 
COMMITTEE 

 

We are pleased that the 37th Annual VWS Watercolor Ex-

hibition was a resounding success, primarily due to the 

exceptional quality of art which was submitted.  There 

were 447 entries from which juror Mel Stabin selected 

108 for the show. In addition to the $1500 best in show 

award, there were 5 awards of $1000, 7 awards of $500, 8 

of $300, 6 of $100 - $200, plus a fun “People’s Choice” 

Award of $345. The $15,000 purse reflects the tremen-

dous support given by the Gloucester and Mathews com-

munities.  Fifteen paintings were sold during the Exhibi-

tion.  

 

Since none of us had Exhibition experience, we certainly 

did not know what we were getting ourselves into when 

we formed the Exhibition committee with Pam Doss, 

Wanda Friend, Carol Negus-Rosenfeld, David Evans and 

Connie Fulton. The committee was small, effective, and 

close-knit. One of the first decisions was to incorporate 

the Bay School Community Arts Center to host the work-

shop. The Bay School's workshop committee of Pam Doss, 

Grace Small and Frankie Edmondson was exceptional in 

arranging a delightful workshop with 20 enrolled. All in all, 

from the committee recruiting, beginning in 2013, 

through the Closing Reception, events were planned and 

executed extremely well. The few bumps in the opera-

tions were quickly resolved all due to the effective hard-

working Exhibition Committee. We are now planning a 

celebration party for all who helped with the Exhibition. 

 

Not enough thanks can be given to the Gloucester and 

Mathews communities. First to step up with publicity 

events were the Gloucester Woman's Club and Splitz Enz 

Salon with two fun evenings to raise money and aware-

ness of the VWS Exhibition.  Mari Ann and Charlie Banks 

also opened their exceptionally lovely home for a fund 

raiser and then for the Awards Banquet which was a lively 

evening filled with music and free flowing wine on the 

banks of the Ware River. A special note of recognition 

should be given to the Cook Foundation of Gloucester 

which gave $4000 for awards and  juror expenses. Of 

course, one of the purposes of the Exhibition is to pro-

mote the VWS and this was done quite well with over 30 

articles written in local and regional newspapers and visi-

37th Annual VWS Exhibition Committee 
 

Leslie Belvin, Wanda Friend, Connie Fulton, Bill Andersen, Carol  
Negus-Rosenfeld, and Pam Doss. Not pictured David Evans. 

Winning Artist Attending Awards Banquet at White Hall 
 
Nancy Stark, Jeff Gorrell, Janet Eggen, Midge Ovenshire, Deborah 
Scott,  
Patty Richards, Mel Stabin (juror), Lynn Hosegood, Holland Wentz 
Etheridge,  
Deborah Conn, Kathleen Noffsinger 

tor magazines. The Gloucester-Mathews Gazette Journal was es-

pecially supportive. As a result we had, after the 300 Opening Re-

ception attendees, 30-50 visitors each day to the Exhibition.  

 

We want to wish Co-chairs Julie Read and Mary Fetter and their 

2017 Exhibition Committee all the best in hosting the 38th Annual 

VWS Exhibition at the lovely Museum of the Shenandoah Valley in 

Winchester.  We are looking forward to the opening in October 

2017! 

     Bill Andersen                                                 Leslie Belvin 

Co-chair 36th Annual VWS                Co-chair 36th Annual VWS  



VWS 38th Annual Exhibition to be Held in Winchester  

 

The  37th Annual Exhibition in Gloucester/ Mathews was superb 

and we congratulate Co-chairs, Leslie Belvin and Bill Andersen, 

Pam Doss, the Exhibition Committee and the numerous mem-

bers who worked very hard to organize the exhibition and work-

shop.  

Plans are underway for the 38th Annual Exhibition, which will be 

held in October 2017 in Winchester. The Museum of the Shenan-

doah Valley will be the host venue for the Exhibition and related 

events. A Welcome Reception will open the Exhibition on Friday 

evening, October 13 and the VWS Annual Business Meeting, Ju-

ror’s Gallery Talk, and Awards Luncheon will take place  on Satur-

day, October 14.  

Mike Bailey (mebaileyart.com), signature member of AWS and 

NWS and nationally known instructor and award-winning water-

colorist, will serve as juror of the Exhibition. He will also instruct a 

five day water media workshop October 9-13. Course details and 

registration will be available in early 2017. 

Julie Read and Mary Fetter are co-chairs for the 2017 event. 

 

Preliminary 2017 Exhibition Calendar 
 

July 1 – Submission Deadline 
 
October 2-6 – Receipt of Shipped Artwork 
 
October 7-8  – Receipt of Hand Delivered Artwork 
 
October 9-13 – Juror’s Workshop 
 
October 13  – Welcome Reception (7:00-9:00 pm) 
 
October 14 

Registration for VHS Members (9:00 am) 

VWS Annual Business Meeting (9:30-10:30 am) 

Juror’s Gallery Talk (10:30-11:30 am)  

Award’s Luncheon (12:00-2:00 pm) 

Reports Regarding The Creasy -Johnson Fund 

 

This year the Creasy-Johnson Fund assisted 3 Virginia 

schools (Thomas Jefferson Middle School, Swanson School 

in Arlington, Dominion High School) and one adult class in 

Dumfries discover the  joy of watercolor.  Supplies pur-

chased with these funds will be used also in future years to 

foster an understanding and love of the medium.  Our total 

outreach was $3,757.28. 

The committee would like the members to remember that 

we also are open to requests from college art student 

attending a Virginia college .  The VWS website has infor-

mation on how to apply for grants. 

Following are reports from the recipients of this year’s 

grants.  

    Susan Stuller 

    Creasy-Johnson Chair 

 

From Sharon Boyle “Update on Adult Classes” at 

Montclair Community Library, Dumfries, Virginia. 

New classes were  set up to begin in June and in Septem-

ber.  The adults who started in February are continuing to 

paint and will be welcome to join the new classes in pro-

gress.  The library has chosen a Walker Display system for 

the works of  watercolor artists to be used in 6 shows each 

year.  It is hoped that the system will arrive and be installed 

in time for a show and reception in the middle of the sum-

mer.  Palettes, paper, and pigments for classes have been 

ordered.   

 

 

 

  

Paintings Displayed 

in Library Showcase

   

    

 

 

    Example of student ‘s finished painting. 

 

DEADLINE FOR THE NOVEMBER WATERLOGUE 

OCTOBER 24, 2016 

Please to email your submissions promptly by dead-

line to William Frable, M.D. at wfrable@vcu.edu 



Creasy Johnson Fund (continued from page 3) 

Report from Elaine Nunnally Dominion High School, Sterling Virginia, students from grades 10 and 11 

In April of this year, I started a long term substitute job at Dominion High School in Sterling, VA, filling in for the art teacher there 

who was on maternity leave.  Once there, I discovered that they had only elementary school quality watercolor supplies and, of 

course, I had planned to introduce the Art II students to the wonders of watercolor!  I wrote a grant to the Creasy/Johnson Fund 

Grant Program  and received $1,004.28 to purchase watercolor paper, paints, brushes, and watercolor palettes, all of which stays 

at the high school for their use.  I plan to come in next Fall as a visiting artist and work with the teachers and other students, in-

structing them on the use of these materials.  Meanwhile, I was able to teach my class of 24 Art II students a unit on watercolor 

and would like to share the results!  Kids were totally turned on by the wonderful supplies.  As Gwen Bragg had said to me, “ 

“Getting better materials into young painters hands will make a big difference in how they value their experi-

ence with watercolor.” 

After the materials arrived from Cheap Joe’s, I talked about them and spread them out on the table.  Most had never seen a wa-

tercolor palette.  I wrote the names of the colors on the palettes, so they were instructed to find the colors and squeeze an 

amount of paint into the corresponding paint well.   

 

 They also learned to tear good watercolor paper and not cut it on the paper cutter! 

Next, they each made a color chart of the 12 colors they had:  alizarin crimson, fire engine red, yellow ochre, raw sienna (don’t ask 

me why I got those 2 similar colors!!), ultramarine blue, indigo blue, thalo blue, neutral tint, burnt sienna, burnt umber,  and cad-

mium yellow.  The students loved the new brushes. 

                              

 



     Creasy Johnson Fund (continued from page 5)        

 

                           

The results were terrific!!  

 

 

  For the final project, I let them work on a quarter sheet and they were allowed the freedom to select any subject 
matter they wished.  I gave them individual attention, but I was so pleased with the variety of the subject matter they 
selected and the beautiful results! 

 

 

 

 

       



Creasey Johnson Fund (continue from page 6) 

This is the last day of school and their deadline to finish!!!  Not all of the students are pictured here as the seniors had already 
graduated by this time! 

Thank you Virginia Watercolor Society!!!!  The experience was great…and will continue next year for students at Dominion High 
School! 

Report from Emily Shepardson, Visual Arts Teacher at Thomas Jefferson Middle School, Arlington, Virginia 

Emily Shepardson used the grant to help 300 middle schoolers to learn the joys of watercolors .   



 

 

clothed life models were given a variety of props to 

make the work more challenging. We all left with lots 

of drawings and paintings, and lots of ideas to help us 

continue to grow as artists.   You can see Joanne's 

work at www.joanneanderson.net 

Angela Shields  also reports from the Roanoke area 

that Gari Stephenson had a painting accepted in the 

Southern Watercolor Society and won an award. She 

also had a painting accepted in the San Diego Water-

color Society show.  Jane Shafer had a painting ac-

cepted in the May juried art show at the Bower Cen-

ter in Bedford, VA.   Pam Ogden had a painting ac-

cepted In Expressions 2016 at the Piedmont Arts Cen-

ter, Martinsville, VA.  Vera Dickerson had a painting 

accepted in the San Diego International show. She 

also had a painting accepted in the Rocky Mountain 

Watercolor Society, as well as in the Southern Water-

color Society where she won an award.  Robin Poteet 

won two awards in the Roanoke Sidewalk art show: 

the Kagey Watercolor Award and the Ride Solutions 

Award. She also won the watercolor award at the Art 

on the Green show in Lexington, VA. Robin has been 

accepted as the judge of the Virginia Highlands show 

in Abington, VA in August 2016. 

Major Awards from the 37th Annual 

Virginia Water-color Society Exhibition 

Best in Show:  William Wentz Etherridge, “The Water 

Taxi Driver” 

Second Place:  Meishu, “Autumn Village” 

Third Place:  Jean K. Gill, “Aloe Again” 

Fourth Place:  Jacqueline Saunders, “Three Views of 

Desi, 2015"

To view paintings and other award winners online go 

to:  

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/2016Exhibition/
index.cfm

Splashings

Pam Ogden reports from the Roanoke area that 

Catherine Hillis won an Honorable Mention 

award at the Shadows on the Teche Plein Air com-

petition in New Iberia, Louisiana (March) for her 

painting "The Moresi  Foundry, Sugartown."  Cath-

erine Hillis also won an Award of Merit in the 

Plein Air Painters of the Southeast competition in 

April at the Gadsden Museum of Art in Gadsden, 

Alabama for her painting "Golden." 

Hillis has also been juried into the plein air com-

petition Los Gatos Plein Air, as well as the Arts on 

the Green event in Cashiers, NC. 

Susan Stuller has had paintings accepted into the 

Transparent Watercolor Society of America, The 

Watercolor Society of Alabama National Exhibi-

tion, and the Baltimore Watercolor Society Mid-

Atlantic Exhibition. She won the Bronze Medal in 

the Mid-Atlantic Exhibition in Baltimore.   The Ju-

ror was Joyce Hicks.   Susan had a painting accept-

ed into the Philadelphia International Works on 

Paper.  The juror was Mary Whyte.  She  also was 

awarded the President's Award in the Texas Na-

tional Exhibition and  she has a painting published 

in Splash 17 that is out now. 

Bev Perdue won the Canson Fine Paper Award in 

the Southern Watercolor Society Show.  The juror 

of awards was Dale Laifine. 

Also from the Roanoke area, The Studio School 

sponsored an intensive watercolor workshop June 

28 to July 1, 2016 taught by Joanne Anderson 

(AWS) from Belton, SC. Joanne challenged partici-

pants to draw and paint from life models from 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m. all four days. She was an entertain-

ing and delightful teacher who patiently worked 

with each artist. She showed slides, did demos, 

and laughed her way through the day. The two 

http://www.joanneanderson.net/
http://www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/2016Exhibition/index.cfm

