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   PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE—JANUARY 2016 

Wow it is 2016 already!  I hope each of you had a terrific 
holiday and are now ready to get those creative juices 
going. 
Our Gloucester co-chairs Bill Andersen and Leslie Belvin 
are hard at work preparing for the Virginia Watercolor 
Societies 37th Annual Exhibition in May.  I hope each of 
you are finishing and/or selecting your entries.  I know 
you will submit your best work to our juror Mel Stabin 
and that will ensure yet another inspiring display of wa-
tercolors for all to see. 

  
First some reminders  

  
Pay  your dues.  Forms  (and printable membership 
cards) are available on our website -- http://
www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org.  The official deadline 
for dues is January 31st but checks will be accepted at our 
Williamsburg P.O. Box if postmarked by the exhibition 
entry deadline, February 19th.  You must be a member to 
enter the show. 

  
Read the prospectus carefully. Each year entries are 
eliminated because they do not conform to the eligibility 
rules established by VWS.  Don’t let your work be elimi-
nated even before it is sent to the judge.  Make sure your 
art was painted on or after January 1, 2012 and be sure if 
photographs are used they are ones you have taken.  Un-
derstand that collage is eligible only if it is paper painted 
by the artist and not printed clippings.  Work must be 
matted and framed under acrylic glazing – ready for 
hanging and no larger the 40” in any direction.  Make 
sure even the back of your painting is profession-
al.  Please – no reused cardboard  (for one thing it is not 
archival and  -- well it just looks tacky). Again read and re-
read the prospectus. 

  
 
Don’t delay signing up for Mel Stabin’s work-
shop.  Though I have not had the pleasure of working 
with Mel I know others who have and they rave 
about his teaching.  The Gloucester – Mathews area 
is ever so paintable and a great place for inspiration. 
 
I mentioned in Waterlogue  #125 that the board 
would be working on a way to allow provisional 
membership to exhibition committee members  who 
do not live in Virginia.  The board is currently working 
on the wording of such a change to our bylaws which 
would allow temporary membership for such cas-
es.  In order to make changes to the by-laws the no-
tice of such a change must be sent to the member-
ship at least 30 days before the annual general 
meeting.  Look for such a notice sometime in early 
April.  It is one way to say thank you to some of the 
team members in Winchester who are already work-
ing on Exhibition #38. 

  
The VWS Board has approved a change to the Creasy 
Johnson Fund.  In addition to grants for workshops 
VWS is now also offering scholarships.  Information 
and forms for both the grants and the scholarships 
are located on the VWS website and I know Creasy 
Johnson Fund Chair Susan Stuller would love to re-
ceive your requests.  Share this information with art 
teachers and undergraduates you know.   We all 
know how thrilling watercolor can be – help spread 
the word about the grants and scholarships. 
 
Thank you for your time – now back to your painting! 
 
Gwen 
President, Virginia Watercolor Society 
Gwendolyn Bragg gwenbragg@aol.com 
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visit the fourth annual Art Speaks on the Bay Exhi-
bition, a juried art show featuring talented artists from 
across the state. http://www.bayschool-arts.com/
pages/art-speaks-on-the-bay There will be light re-
freshments in the Art Speaks gallery for VWS members 
the afternoon of May 21..   

For visitors information and accommodations please 
view the following links: 

http://gloucesterva.info 

http://visitmathews.com 

We are excited to bring this exhibition to Gloucester 
and Mathews and look forward to seeing you in 2016. 
More information regarding the 37th annual exhibition 
will be posted in future issues of Waterlogue and later 
on the VWS website 

VWS 2016 Exhibition Committee 

Exhibition Chairs- Bill Andersen and Leslie Belvin 

 Bill is retired from the Federal Senior Executive Ser-
 vice.  His last position was Chief Disbursing 
 Officer,  U.S.Treasury Department. He is Chair, 
 Board of Trustees,  Gloucester Arts On Main. 

Leslie Belvin teaches art in the public schools and 
private art lessons.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Fine Arts from California State University, 
Fullerton, a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Edu-
cation from ODU and a Master’s Degree in Gifted 
Education from the College of William and Mary.  
She is married to Dr. W. Keith Belvin an aerospace 
engineer for NASA. . She has been a resident of 
Gloucester County for over 35 years. 
 

Bay School Community Arts Center representative- 
Pam Doss 

 Pam is a past curator of Gloucester Arts on Main, is 
 the current Artistic Director at the Bay School  
 Community Arts Center and the task force leader 
 for the future Middle Peninsula Artisan Trail. 

Treasurer- David Evans 
Fundraising - Wanda Friend 
Publicity- Carol Negus-Rosenfeld 
Hospitality Committee- Rose Nygaard and Shari Jordan 
Workshop Committee- Pam Doss, Grace Small, Carolyn 
Dudley 
Exhibition Entry Processing- Bay School Art Speaks Gal-
lery Staff 
Recurring Awards- Connie Fulton 

    (continued on page 3) 

FROM THE 37TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION CO-
CHAIRPERSONS, BILL ANDERSEN AND LESLIE BELVIN, 
2016 

Greetings from Gloucester!  Planning is well under way 
for the 37th Annual VWS exhibition.  As we have men-
tioned before, Gloucester and Mathews counties are 
partnering to host the 37th annual VWS exhibition. We 
are truly excited to bring the VWS exhibition to our 
neighboring counties and to showcase the art venues, 
Gloucester Arts on Main and the Bay School Communi-
ty Arts Center. The Exhibition has generated a great 
deal of publicity for the VWS with five significant news 
articles and one featured article in The Rivah, a visitors’ 
magazine. The Gloucester-Mathews Gazette Journal 
will feature the Exhibition in a special enclosed section 
in the May 19, 2016 publication.   

The exhibition will be hosted by Gloucester Arts 
on Main, a non-profit arts organization founded in 
2010 and located in historic Gloucester Courthouse. 
http://gloucesterarts.org. The painting workshop with 
Juror Mel Stabin will be hosted by the Bay School Com-
munity Arts Center, founded in 1997 and located in the 
neighboring county and village of Mathews. http://
www.bayschool-arts.com.  

Juror, Mel Stabin, AWS, NWS, is an internationally 
known teacher, author, and award-winning watercol-
orist. His May 16 through 20, 2016 workshop is limited 
to 20 participants. Six people have already enrolled. 
Mathews has a network of charming guest cottage 
rentals, perfect for visiting artist to set up housekeep-
ing together for a week.  For a more complete intro-
duction, including his artist’s statement, resume, and 
artwork please access Mel's website at 
www.melstabin.com  

Our schedule for the 2016 VWS Exhibition and events 
was published in the October 2015 Waterlogue. Since 
then Mari Ann and Charlie Banks have generously 
offered their “Party Barn” located on the grounds of 
their home White Hall over looking the Ware River as 
the site for a catered Awards Banquet. https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Hall_(Zanoni,_Virginia) 

There is much to do in this historic Tidewater area of 
Virginia. The Chesapeake Bay region, with its beautiful 
nature preserves and colonial and Civil War sites, will 
be a charming and inspiring setting for the spring 
events. Gloucester Courthouse Circle with its visitors’ 
center and museum across the street is a lovely stroll.  
Of course, Yorktown, Jamestown and Williamsburg are 
a short drive away. In addition, we encourage you to 
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UPCOMING DEADLINES and DATES* * * 

January 31—Official Deadline for Annual VWS 2016 

Membership dues, $30.  However checks will be accept-

ed at our Williamsburg P.O. Box if postmarked by the 

exhibition deadline. 

February 19—Deadline for digital entries, postmark of 

CD submission, entry form, $30 entry fee and member-

ship dues 

April 1—Notification cards mailed 

April 18—Deadline to sign up for Exhibition Events 

May 9—13—Receipt of courier or shipped works 

May 14 & 15—Receipt of hand delivered works 

May 16—20—Juror’s Workshop, Bay School Community 

Arts Center  

May 20—5:00-6:00 pm, Welcome reception for VWS  

Members 

May 21—9:00 am     Registration for VWs members 

      10:00 am     VWS Annual Business Meeting 

     11:00 am        Juror’s Gallery Talk 

   2:00-4:00 pm   Juror Demonstration. Bay School 

      6:00pm   Awards Banquet 

May 22—June 25—Exhibition open 

June 26—June 28—Pick-up of hand delivered works 

June29—July 3—Return of shipped and courier works. 

 

Seated left to right:  Bill Andersen, Leslie Belvin, and Wanda 
Friend at Arts on Main discussing 37th Exhibition events 
 

Continued from page 2—”Letter from 2016 exhibition co-chairs” 

 

 

2016 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

 

___ RENEW     ___ NEW 

 

Name___________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________________ VA ,    Zip________________ 

 

Telephone_______________________________________________ 

 

Email ___________________________________________________ 

 

Web URL________________________________________________ 

 

Has any of the above information changed since last year?   __YES  __ NO 

    

Check one: 

____ Active Member - $30 Annual Dues 

____ Full-time Student - $10 Annual Dues  

 

___Life Members are required to return this form to confirm their  

contact information and continued active membership.  

Life Member Information & Application forms are available online at: 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/MembershipInfo.htm  

   

Renewals are due by January 31, 2016  

Membership is effective through December 31, 2016  

    

Make check payable to:  Virginia Watercolor Society 

  www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org    



Splashings 
The Central Virginia Watercolor Guild Celebrates Its Twenty-fifth Year 

As 2016 dawns, the Central Virginia Watercolor Guild will be celebrating a quarter-century of existence as an 

active and vibrant arts organization.  The Guild is based in Charlottesville with membership of over 100 artists 

and art lovers from areas as far-reaching as Winchester, Richmond, and Roanoke. Featuring monthly programs 

that provide members with outstanding demonstrations and talks by many of Virginia’s top-tier watercolor 

painters, the Guild also offers numerous exhibition opportunities, an extensive DVD lending-library, workshops 

by nationally recognized painters, and the opportunity to network with other watercolor painters. Membership 

is open to all Virginia artists age 18 and above.  

One of the Central Virginia Watercolor Guild’s goals is to inform and educate the general public about the use 

of water-media. To foster this goal, the Guild every year sponsors a juried exhibition open to Virginia artists. 

VWS members typically receive many of the awards that are given annually. This year, to celebrate the 25th 

juried exhibition, the juror will be highly respected Hampton Roads artist James Warwick Jones.  The prospec-

tus for the show will be available in the spring and the show will take place in September at the McGuffey Art 

Center in Charlottesville.  

For additional information regarding the Central Virginia Watercolor Guild’s Twenty-Fifth Annual Juried Exhibi-

tion, please contact Pam Roland, Exhibition Chair, at pamroland@gmail.com.  

Monthly meetings of the Guild occur on the fourth Monday of each month at 1 pm at The Cavalier Inn in Char-
lottesville. For VWS members who might wish to attend one of the monthly meetings, please contact Chee 
Ricketts at chee@cheekludtricketts.com. If interested in learning more about the Central Virginia Watercolor 
Guild, an extensive and up-to-date website detailing many of the Guild’s activities may be accessed at 
www.central-ccvirginia-watercolor-guild.org 
 
Deborah Conn reports that Leslie J. Wilder has received an Honorable Mention award for her watercolor 

"Cornered" in the semiannual show Art in City Hall in Alexandria.  Several VWS members won awards at the 

Potomac Valley Watercolorists Exhibit at the Lorton Workhouse. Kate Niner, second place for “Rascal’s Re-

pose”;  Elaine Nunnally, People’s Choice for “Purple Rain”;  Brenda Barthell, Honorable Mention for “Retreat”; 

Carolyn Grosse Gawarecki, Honorable Mention for “White Church, Sicily”;  and Jeff Gorrell, Honorable Men-

tion for” Polymorph”.  

At the annual Potomac Valley Watercolorists show and sale, St. Andrews Church in Arlington this past Novem-

ber, the following VWS members won awards; 1st place, Jackie Saunders, for “Three Views of Desi”, PVW Me-

morial Award, Deborah Conn, for “Attitude” and 3rd place, Jeff Gorrell for “Small Waterfall”.  Honorable men-

tions went to Sharon Boyle, for “Lucky Penny”, Jackie Saunders, for “Red Roses”, and Tammy Wiedenhaefer, 

for “School Days”. 

David Eakin reports from the 43rd Annual Lynchburg Art Festival held September 13, 2015 that four VWS mem-
bers received awards:  Sylvia Gibbs, Staunton, the Lynchburg Art Club Presidents Award;   Pamela Johnson, Ar-
lington, the  Katie Hill Vaden Memorial Award; David Eakin, the Forest - N.B. Handy Company Award; and Susan 
Egbert, Salem, the  McBride Blackburn Opticians Award.   
           (continued on page5) 
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Perri Mason received 2nd Place and Rod Adams, Award of Merit at the Bower Center Annual National Ex-
hibition, Bedford, Virginia.  
Other VWS members that had work juried into the show; Debbie Berger, David Eakin, Pat Shahrokhi and 
Cindy Vener. 

 
Deliece Blanchard and Pat Shahrokhi had work juried into the Riverviews Artspace 7th Annual Juried Art 
Show. 

 
Deliece Blanchard received an Honorable Mention in the  “Bath County Plein Air Festival,” Quick Paint Com-
petition, Warm Springs, VA  
 
Angela Shields reports that Vera Dickerson is a featured artist in the new French watercolor magazine 
winter issue of “The Art of Watercolor”. The magazine is produced in both French and English editions and 
is for sale at Barnes and Noble.  
 
Vera Dickerson will be teaching a collage workshop at the Art Depot in Abington, VA February 12. 13, and 
14, 2016.  
 
Jane Frank was juried into the Bower Center Show in Bedford, VA. 

STUDIO SCHOOL WORKSHOPS AND EXHIBITS 
 
www.thestudioschool.biz   540-344-5404 
 
There will be a 2016 summer workshop at the Studio School with JoAnne Anderson. You can find out more 
about the artist and her expressive figure workshops on her web site, www.joanneanderson.net. The work-
shop will be at Second Presbyterian Church, Roanoke, VA  on June 28 - July 1. 2016. It will be in the fellow-
ship hall and is open to the public for sign ups starting in January 2016.  
 
More information on the workshop can be found on the Studio School website. www.thestudioschool.biz  
 
You will also find information on winter class offerings. 
 
Upcoming Studio School Art Shows - 2016  
 
March 10 - thru April 29 - The Studio School Student Show at North Cross School - Roanoke, VA 
January 4 thru February 1 - Maine workshop show at North Cross School - Roanoke, VA 
February1thru February 28 - Ireland art trip show at North Cross School - Roanoke, VA 

AREA REPRESENTATIVES CORRECT LISTING 
deborahconn@verizon.net 
703-573-0669 

DEADLINE FOR MARCH WATERLOGUE:  MARCH 4, 2016.  Please respect this deadline as im-

portant information will be included regarding the VWS Exhibition. 
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