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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
My, how things have changed!  It has been quite a while 

since I sat with my own graduating class in front of what 

was then Madison College’s newly opened Duke Hall to 

hear the Governor of Virginia address us at our 

Commencement.   Twenty years later my MFA show 

hung in the Sawhill Gallery of what was now James 

Madison University.  Now as the proud president of the 

Virginia Watercolor Society, I’m honored to be a part of 

our’ 36th Annual Exhibition in the newly renovated 

gallery space in Duke Hall.  The artfully lit gallery is full 

of splendid watercolors selected by juror Mark 

Mehaffey and exceptionally well displayed by gallery 

director Gary Freeburg.  It is a terrific show.  We are all 

indebted to Exhibition Chair Brenda Hounshell for 

having done a magnificent job of shepherding the whole 

process with grace and efficiency 

It was good to see so many of you at the business 

meeting, minutes of which will be sent, along with a 

catalogue of the show, to all VWS members. 

Dr. William J. Frable and Jean Miller were unanimously 

elected as Co-Editors of the Waterlogue, our online 

newsletter.  I’m most grateful that they have stepped 

forward to take on this most important task and thank 

retiring editor Pam Ogden once again for her many 

years of service to VWS. 

A new updated brochure explaining VWS and how to 

become a member has been printed and was handed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

out at the business meeting.  It should serve as a 

recruiting device for new members.  Any area 

representatives, teachers, or members who wish copies 

(or more copies) please be in touch by email --

gwenbragg@aol.com.  Let me know how many you 

think you can use and I’ll get them into the mail quickly. 

There was some discussion on a proposal put forward 

by Susan Stuller on behalf of her committee about 

adding a scholarship component to the Creasy Johnson 

Fund.  The current thinking is that a scholarship would 

be awarded to an undergraduate attending a Virginia 

school and majoring in art with an emphasis on 

painting, including water media.  The precise text of this 

proposed addition to the Creasy Johnson Fund, which 

our board sees as a way to increase our visibility to 

aspiring (and perhaps younger) water media artists, will 

be presented to the membership for approval.  

One item I hope each of you will seriously consider is a 

request from the 2017 host group in Winchester asking 

that VWS extend show eligibility to all members of their 

working artist community, including those who live in 

adjacent counties just over the state line in West 

Virginia.  Exactly how this can be done while 

maintaining the original intent that VWS be a state 

organization remains to be seen.  I do understand the 

dilemma of recruiting volunteers for show committees 

in border communities.  Karen suggested that we 
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explore options and arrange a survey of our 

membership to see what would be our best solution. 

Next year we will head east to Gloucester, Virginia.  This 

newsletter includes a brief preview from the Gloucester 

co-chairs William Andersen and Leslie Belvin. 

It seems to be a good time to be a Virginia 

watercolorist! 

Gwen 

President Virginia Watercolor Society 

Gwendolyn Bragg 

gwendolyncbragg@gmail.com 

gwenbragg.com 

FROM INCOMING CHAIRPERSONS, 

37TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION, 2016  

 

Congratulations to Brenda Hounshell for an outstanding 

36th Annual Exhibition in Harrisonburg. We are looking 

forward to another successful exhibition of our 

membership’s beautiful water media artwork. 

Gloucester Arts On Main, in partnership with The Bay 

School Community Arts Center in Mathews, will host 

the exhibition and workshop given by juror Mel Stabin. 

The 37th Annual Exhibition begins with a reception on 

May 20, 2016. As an added bonus, members will be able 

to attend the Art Speaks On The Bay juried art show at 

the Bay School. Details will be in the next issue of 

Waterlogue. We look forward to seeing everyone in 

2016. 

Leslie Belvin and Bill Andersen, Co-chairs, Gloucester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
 

With the implementation of electronic newsletters and 

periodic notices to the VWS membership, it’s important 

that members who use email make sure that the VWS 

has their current email address and that their email 

provider will accept email from 

VWS@VirginiaWatercolorSociety.org and  

VirginiaWatercolorSociety@gmail.com .  Please add the 

above addresses to your ‘trusted senders’ list and to 

your email’s address book.  Also, check your SPAM and 

JUNK folders periodically for email from the VWS. 

 It is especially important that the VWS has your correct 

email.  If your email has changed within the past year, 

please send an email message to both of the email 

addresses listed here, and include your name and 

address in the body of the message so that I will know 

to whom it belongs. Sending an email to the above 

addresses will also help to ensure that your email 

program recognizes and accepts those addresses.   

Email addresses with .aol, .widomaker, .earthlink, .msn, 

and their secondary extensions (.tni, .bz) as well as 

those addresses associated with a personal website 

(e.g., ArtistName@WebAddress.com)  tend to bounce 

when I send from the 

VWS@virginiawatercolorsociety.org address, so I try to 

re-send them from the 

virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com address  

However, personal information is lost when I re-send 

email from the gmail address.  It is especially important 

that members with those email addresses include the 

VWS email addresses in their address books and trusted 

senders lists. 

Karen Schwartz 

webmaster@virginiawatercolorsociety.org 

membership@virginiawatercolorsociety.org 

vws@virginiawatercolorsociety.org 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING DEADLINES 
September 15th – Deadline for submissions for the next Waterlogue edition 

Please submit your contributions for the next Waterlogue to Dr. William Frable at:  

wfrable@vcu.edu 
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FROM THE EXHIBITION CHAIR 
 

At first I thought three years seemed like an eternity. 

That is how long ago I began work on trying to get this 

year’s 36th Annual Virginia Watercolor Society Exhibition 

in the Harrisonburg area. We have not had the 

opportunity to host the show because of a lack of space 

large enough to hold the exhibition. At the time in 2012 

when I started making phone calls the gallery where our 

show is displayed at James Madison University was not 

even built. So with a lot of promise and very little 

construction happening at that time, I ultimately made 

a commitment to VWS at the Annual Business Meeting 

in 2013 to host the exhibition. Occasionally I would 

drive past the site to see how the work was coming and 

early in 2014 it really looked like it would happen. The 

scaffolding was starting to come down and the 

structure was taking shape. Through constant 

communication over that three year timeframe with 

Gary Freeburg, the Director of Duke Hall Gallery, he 

continually assured me everything was on schedule and 

there was no need to worry. He was right.  

Not only was there no need to worry I could not 

imagine from the blueprints Gary showed me how 

absolutely stunning this gallery site was going to be. The 

plans were to have the space ready to open at the start 

of the 2014 Fall Semester on campus. As soon as I could 

get in to see the space I did. My jaw dropped and I 

immediately began to imagine our VWS member’s work 

hanging in this space.  

For those of you who were able to come to the opening 

or to any of the weekend events I hope you were as 

pleased with the exhibition as I am. Gary and several of 

his Master of Fine Arts degree students designed and 

hung the show and I could not have been more pleased.   

There are many kudos to hand out for this exhibition’s 

success. The list is long but I wanted to highlight some 

of the people and organizations who helped make this 

year’s show a success. 

Our juror Mark Mehaffey was wonderful. From 

answering my plethora of email inquiries to being a fun 

person to hang out with while here for the workshop, I 

could not ask for a better juror and workshop 

 

instructor. By all accounts the workshop was a great 

success and the work I saw in the classroom that week 

was exceptional. I appreciate all of the kind words from 

the participants on the workshop facility, hotel 

accommodations, coordination and attention to detail 

we were able to provide.  

Gary Freeburg was mentioned earlier and I cannot 

thank him and his team enough for the help and 

support provided. Besides his love of watercolor he has 

been involved in gallery management for more than 30 

years and his expertise is plain to see. He and his team 

are the reason the show looks so spectacular hanging in 

this new gallery space.   

Thank you as well to the VWS Board. Quite a mix of 

subjects came up over the past year and each time the 

board members were there to offer help and opinions. I 

appreciate the support and guidance throughout this 

show’s progression. 

As a member of the Shenandoah Valley Watercolor 

Society, I was aware of the many talents of this group. 

However their expertise goes well beyond being great 

artists. Many members stepped up to help with 

anything I may have needed and this support was 

invaluable to the success of the exhibition activities.  

My biggest thanks goes out to all of the Virginia 

Watercolor Society members. From entering the show 

and showing your support to the many gracious emails 

sent in appreciation of the exhibition, I will be forever 

grateful for your encouragement along the way and the 

recognition of our efforts on the show.  

Best of luck to the Gloucester area. I know the 

exhibition will be a treat and I am already looking 

forward to the exhibition being in that area. Bill 

Andersen and Leslie Belvin and their team are already 

tackling many of the shows tasks and I have no doubt 

they will create a spectacular result. 

Brenda Hounshell 

2015 36th Annual Virginia Watercolor Society 

Exhibition Chairperson 
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Photos from our 2015 

Workshop and Exhibition 

Events 
 

 
Our Workshop group starts to organize the space. 

 

 
Participants begin to arrive and get acquainted. 

 

 
Peg Sheridan and Lois Whitecotton, Workshop 

Coordinators handle introductions. 

 
Everyone is hard at it! 

 

 
Mark and Peg enjoy a light moment with the workshop 

group. 
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Julie Read, our 2017 Exhibition Co-Chair from the 

Winchester area, contemplates her results. 

 

 

 
Delivered paintings are staged waiting to be hung on 

the gallery walls. 

 

 
Gary Freeburg, Gallery Director of Duke Hall Gallery 

prepares the walls prior to our exhibition installation. 

 

 
Gwen Bragg, our President, gets her first look at the 

installation prior to the Friday Opening Reception.  
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Waiting for the Opening Reception.  

 

 
VWS Members and Guests enjoy the Friday Opening 

Reception.  

 

 
Area residents and guests discuss our beautiful 

exhibition. 

 

 
A guest appreciates our member’s accomplishments. 

 

 
On Saturday morning, Gwen meets Dr. Katherine 

Schwartz, JMU’s Director of the School of Art, Design 

and Art History while Mark adjusts his microphone 

prior to his Juror’s Talk. 
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Bill Andersen, Co-Chair for our 2016 Exhibition in 

Gloucester, and Gwen Bragg start to discuss plans for 

next year’s exhibition activities. 
 

 

 
In the Gallery Court in front of our exhibition, Mark 

explains his show selections and philosophy as juror. 

 

 
Mark reviews his judging criteria and why he chose the 

pieces in our exhibition. 

 
 

 

 
Mark prepares for his demonstration Saturday 

afternoon. 
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Guests enjoy our exhibition.  
 

 
Members of our local Harrisonburg Chamber of 

Commerce came by to see our work.  
 

 
Area residents take time to enjoy our exhibition.  

The special event, Aquarelle in Motion, was held in the 

gallery on Wednesday, June 17th and Thursday, June 

18th. Dancers from the Rockingham Ballet Theatre 

performed excerpts from “water” themed ballets. 

After their performances the dancers posed for artists 

to sketch. In addition to artists from the area 

participating, JMU’s Art Camp students were also 

included in the sketching sessions. Below are photos 

from this special event.  
 

 

 
Dancers warm up prior to performing excerpts from 

“water” themed ballets.  

 

 
After performing the role of Odile from the “Swan 

Lake” ballet, Black Swan Variation, RBT dancer Annie 

Nealon receives a round of applause.  
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The dancers performed excerpts from Swan Lake, 

Ondine and La Bayadere. In addition to these classical 

ballet choices, the Director of the Rockingham Ballet 

Theatre, Susan Muterspaugh, choreographed a special 

piece with music from La Mer by Claude Debussy.  
 

 
Dancer Coralie Keplinger poses while local artists and 

JMU Art Camp students sketch her ballet position.  
 

 
Above dancer Annie Nealon gives the other dancers a 

break and provides a new subject for the artists. Below 

an artist captures ballet’s fifth position.  
 

 

Below, students from China were participating in an 

International Study Group at JMU. Their instructor, 

Margot Heffernan used our exhibition as inspiration 

for the students to fulfill a class assignment in their 

Thematic Dialogues II class. They chose their favorite 

painting, did research on the technique and/or artist 

and wrote a paper on why they chose that particular 

painting and how they felt about their choice. 
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Below are photos from a watercolor class held at JMU 

during our exhibition. Instructor, Mary Shira, used our 

exhibition as a teaching tool on technique, style and 

medium. The students were very impressed with our 

show. Several of our VWS artists helped the students 

by explaining, through email, how they chose subject 

matter, how to use their techniques and what inspired 

them when they painted.     

 

 
Mary Shira, center, Instructor of Studio Art at JMU is 

shown teaching a watercolor class. Below, Mary’s 

students produce some impressive results.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Splashings 
 

Please submit news items for Splashings to Dr. 
William Frable, Editor, at wfrable@vcu.edu or send 
to 3903 Sulgrave Rd., Richmond, VA  23221. 
 

Jim Pittman/Williamsburg has two paintings in the 
Charles and Jeanette White Collection of Western 
Art. Their collection will be the featured exhibit 
titled “Colors of the Southwest" at the Sangre de 
Cristo Arts & Conference Center, Pueblo, Colorado, 
June 6 - September 27, 2015.   
 

Chica Brunsvold/Falls Church executed a painting, 
“The Bayou” which won second place in the 
Potomac Watercolor Society’s exhibit. 
 

Charlotte Landis and Leslie Wilder, both of 
Alexandria, held a joint show entitled "It's in Our 
Nature" during the month of December 2014 at the 
Arlington Central Library. Both also received 
Honorable Mentions at the Springfield Art Guild Fall 
Show and Sale at Green Spring Gardens Park during 
the months of September and October 2014. 
 

Christopher Wynn/Richmond was accepted into 
three national watercolor venues this year: Georgia 
Watercolor Society (where he was awarded 
Signature status), Alabama Watercolor Society, and 
Southern Watercolor Society 2015 exhibits.  
 

The Southern Watercolor Society’s 2015 annual 
exhibition in Clarksville, TN saw many VWS 
members with acceptances and awards. Z. L. 
Feng/Radford won Best in Show; Chris 
Krupinski/Fairfax won a Gold Award and Vera 
Dickerson/Troutville won a Silver Award.  Other 
VWS members accepted were Rachel 
Collins/Alexandria, David Eakin/Lynchburg, 
Catherine Hillis/Round Hill, Lynn 
Hosegood/Williamsburg, Chee 
Ricketts/Stanardsville, Janice Sayles/Hardy, Gari 
Stephenson/Roanoke and Christopher 
Wynn/Richmond.  Chee and Gari were awarded 
Signature status with this exhibition.  
 

Robin Poteet/Salem won the Watercolor Award at 
the Taubman Museum’s 57th Sidewalk Art Show in 
Roanoke in May. 
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Opportunities 

Making Color Sing"-Watercolor Workshop with 
Rose Edin AWS NWS TWSA  
Where:  Beach Cove Resort in Beautiful N. Myrtle 
Beach, SC  
When: Oct. 25-30, 2015    
(Set up Sunday afternoon Oct 25 with intro from 
Rose. Class 9-4P Monday through Friday)  
Cost: $550 total (Deposit of $100)   
 
Rose Edin's excellent teaching and use of color is 
widely admired.  She holds signature status in every 
national watercolor organization in the USA, and 
has written numerous books including:  Color 
Harmonies: Paint Watercolors Filled with Light ( 
Link to Rose Edin Books on Amazon.com.  She has 
not taught much over the last year due to her move 
to Florida, but she is excited and ready to jump 
back into teaching with us here in October. I am 
now accepting deposits for this exciting and unique 
opportunity to study with her.   Making Color Sing"-
Watercolor Workshop with Rose Edin AWS NWS 
TWSA  

Send your $100 deposit to:   
Rebecca Zdybel, 238 Center Drive, Myrtle Beach, 
SC, 29572  
 
Jeannie McGuire, AWS, Figurative Design 
Workshop. Aug. 3-6, 2015, 10-4pm WORKSHOP 
PRICE: $375 for SAC members $400 for non-SAC 
members.  Class limit 20 people. Register and pay 
online at:  http://shenarts.org 

LOCATION 
The Ferrari Room, Brandt Student Center  
Shenandoah University 
1460 University Drive 
Winchester, VA 22601 

Amy Barley, Director, Shenandoah Arts Council 
811 S. Loudoun Street 
Winchester, VA 22601 
540-667-5166 
amy@shenarts.org 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Annie Adams Robertson Massie, 83, of Lynchburg 

passed away in February. Annie was one of the 

original members of the Virginia Watercolor Society. 

Her paintings are widely admired and she achieved 

national recognition for her work, including the 

designation of Dolphin Fellow of the American 

Watercolor Society. In 1993 in New York City she 

received the American Watercolor Society's highest 

award, the Gold Medal of Honor. In 1992 and again 

in 1997 she received the Virginia Watercolor Society 

Best in Show Award. In 2014 Annie received Second 

place in the Virginia Watercolor Society 35th 

Exhibition in Lynchburg at the Academy of Fine arts.  

She co-chaired the VWS exhibition in Lynchburg 

1986 and 1996. Annie studied with Pierre Daura, 

John Pike, Rex Brandt, Charles Reid, Everett 

Raymond Kinstler,  

Alex Powers among others. She was a Fellow and 

trustee of the Virginia Center of the Creative Arts 

1995-2005.  She was also a trustee of Virginia 

Episcopal School for four years, and served on the 

advisory boards of Randolph-Macon Women’s 

College’s Maier Museum of Art, Amazement Square, 

the Rightmire Children’s Museum, the Lynchburg 

Fine Arts Center, and the Academy of Music Theatre. 

She was a graduate of Randolph-Macon Women’s 

College and was awarded their Alumnae 

Achievement Award. 

 

Annie was a signature member of the American 

Watercolor Society, the National Watercolor Society, 

Watercolor West, The Artists Fellowship, Inc. in NYC, 

The Allied Artists of America, the Watercolor USA 

Honor Society and exhibited work in many other 

watercolor exhibitions.  She and her artwork were a 

major presence in the art community!  
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IN MEMORIAM 

Wilson Webb, Winchester, died in 2014. Wilson, a 
longtime VWS member, was a wonderful addition 
to his community, supporting the arts in every way 
he could.  Wilson attended many sessions at 
Springmaid Watermedia Workshops where he 
never failed to entertain everyone with his sharp 
wit and art skills.  Wilson actively worked to have a 
VWS exhibition in Winchester, an event that will 
finally be realized in 2017. 
 

more…Opportunities 

You are invited to Darla Bostick’s 8th Annual Ghost 
Ranch Workshop/Retreat 2015 in Abiquiu, NM  4-
10 October.  Includes digital photography, 
watercolors/acrylics, pencil, incorporating text and 
mixed media work with opportunity for plein air 
painting and comfort of a group activity room (floor 
to ceiling vista views). For 7 days/6 nights you can 
relax, enjoy, and create. Lodging and meals 
included at Ghost Ranch property. The Georgia 
O'Keeffe Landscape Tour takes you where she 
painted from the magnificent area scenery. Visit the 
O’Keeffe studio/home on tour.  Space is limited to 
14 participants. Bring materials you love to work 
with (or try something new) and join us! The 
workshop fee is $495. Room and board at the Ranch 
are per their rates. Unclaimed rooms will be 
released 1 September, but I may be able to get 
rooms after that date. Come and see for yourself 
why Georgia O’Keeffe loved Ghost Ranch! My 
website has more details:  www.darlabostick.com. 
Darla Bostick, 940.320.5660       Email: 
darlabostickart@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

And so, my dear friends, with this issue and after 

seventeen years and sixty-eight Waterlogues, I bid 

you adieu, Auf Wiedersehen, zai jian, hagoone, 

udachi, sayonara, arrivederci, adios and goodbye. I 

have loved every minute of being your editor not 

only because it has afforded me the opportunity 

to get to know many of you amazing artists on a 

personal level but also because, for those I have 

not yet met, the job has enabled me to learn your 

names and hometowns with a hope of meeting 

you in the future. When friends ask me how I 

know so many people around the Commonwealth, 

I just smile and say “I have a great inside track”. I 

want to thank Revelle Hamilton, the first editor of 

VWS, who helped me in the beginning. And I want 

to thank all of the seventeen Exhibition Chairs, 

beginning with Rieneke Leenders of Virginia 

Beach, who made my job easy and enjoyable. 

When Pat Lawson “persuaded” me to accept the 

editorship in 1998, I never dreamed that I would 

still be doing it in 2015!  And now I am happy to 

pass the grammar and punctuation baton to 

William Frable and Jean Miller, both of Richmond, 

who I know will serve you well and ably. Please 

stay in touch; I will always like hearing your good 

art news but especially I will love just hearing from 

you and how you are doing. 

Love, Pam 

 

http://www.darlabostick.com/
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