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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

upstairs studio at The Charles H. Taylor Arts Center, 
Hampton VA. The workshop begins promptly at 9am on 
Monday April 9th and concludes on April 13th with a 
workshop participant and VWS members-only reception 
at the Blue Skies Gallery in downtown Hampton. The 
reception is from 4pm to 6pm. The Blue Skies Gallery is 
only a short distance (less than a mile) from The CHTAC. 
Workshop participants who are VWS members may 
also attend Saturday’s events at The American Theatre 
(remember to register). We will begin with a catered 
continental breakfast at 9 am. Following breakfast, the 
Juror will give a talk about the exhibition in the theatre 
for about one hour. Lunch will be on your own. You will 
have the afternoon, if you so choose, to visit the shops 
and sites of downtown Hampton. Just across the street 
from Blue Skies Gallery is the Virginia Air and Space 
Museum. There are a number of local eateries within 
easy walking distance, too. Small shops, boutiques and 
specialty stores abound in the downtown area. You 
could even drive a short distance to visit historic Fort 
Monroe. In other words, there will be plenty to do in your 
spare time. Specifics of the area can be provided once 
you arrive. Please feel free to ask me, James, or any of 
the wonderful staff at The Charles H. Taylor Arts Center. 
Later that afternoon, the Exhibition reception will be 
held from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm back at The CHTAC. The 
reception will be light hors d’oeuvres, wine and beer and 
an early look at the exhibit. Following the reception you 
are invited back to The American Theatre (if you have 
made a reservation already) for the catered awards 
banquet that begins at 7:00 pm. This year our exhibition 
caterer is Encore Catering out of Newport News, VA. 
Saturday promises to be a visual and gustatory (now 
there’s a word you don’t get to use much) delight!

Committee members are working diligently 
and have sent out letters for donations for the 
goodie bags. Sandra Starkey is heading up this 
committee, and is doing a wonderful job.

Once we get closer to the actual exhibition date 
and once actual artwork begins to come in for 
hanging, a whole group of local members are poised 
in the wings to spring into action. This group will be 
largely responsible for registering, hanging and in 
general setting up the exhibit, banquet, and ancillary 
details. They will all be mentioned by name later.

Let me take a moment to discuss our decision not 
to do the Salon this year. James and I looked around 
the immediate area of Hampton and Newport News 
and could not find a suitable venue for the Salon. We 
seriously considered doing the Salon, but because of 
time constraints, lack of a close by, secure, inexpensive 
venue coupled with the added manpower, time and 
money an additional exhibit would cost we opted not to 

have it. In effect, if we did the Salon we would be setting 
up TWO exhibits needing twice the manpower, twice 
everything. We chose to focus on the main event rather 
than diluting our time, energy and monies on two. We 
are considering another option, however. If time permits 
I am considering doing an ONLINE/DIGITAL web based 
Salon on the Peninsula Watermedia Society’s website. 
I’d provide a link to it on the VWS website that would 
take you directly to the digital Salon for viewing. This is 
only a consideration at the moment and will entirely 
depend on how much time I have near the end of the 
opening week and first weeks of the exhibition and 
before the 2012 catalog is printed. I will decide and let 
you all know via this newsletter and the VWS website. This 
will be a first for us (I think), but I figure we are moving 
into the digital age and something like this will likely be 
the future of some exhibitions. Debate about the pros 
and cons of such a thing will have to be a discussion for 
another time and newsletter. If you have thoughts about 
it, I’d like to hear what you have to say. Email me at: 
moneymakerjk1@cox.net. I think it will be a lively debate. 
It also relates to my commentary at the end of this article 
and the future of the VWS. It’s a new idea, granted. It’s 
an idea that may help the Virginia Watercolor Society 
remain relevant, fresh, and interesting in these ever 
changing times. How valid is the idea? Let’s talk.

In regards to the weeklong juror’s workshop I’d 
strongly suggest you take a look at Dan’s website to see 
the range and depth of his technique, color knowledge, 
and overall eye for doing portraits, landscapes and 
abstracts. http://www.dansmithartnc.com. As the old 
saying goes, “a picture is worth a thousand words.” Dan 
is a gifted artist and I expect his workshop to reflect 
his unique style and approach to portraiture and 
painting in general. Additionally, we tried to keep the 
cost of the workshop to a reasonable price so it’s only 
$350.00, which in this economy is a bargain not to be 
passed up. So, save up your pennies and dimes. The 
deadline to register for the workshop is March 19th. We 
have 25 spots up for grabs. Reserve your spot now! 

And finally let me take a moment to share some 
thoughts I have had regarding the future of the VWS. 
Even though I am a new member to the society, in 
everyday living, I am no longer a spring chicken. For 
that matter some might even say I’m well on the path 
to being a toughened old rooster. In any case none 
of us are getting any younger and we, as a group/
society, are beginning to feel the effects of time on the 
society. Right now it’s more general and amorphous. It 
is, however, something we need to consider. As I have 
reached out to various members throughout the state 
a number of members have related to me they have 
been serving in their positions for many years, (all with 
pride and distinction I will add, too), but many of them 
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Instructions for Delivery of Accepted Paintings

Accepted Shipped Paintings All paintings must be shipped to arrive the week of April 2-6, 2012. 
Items should be shipped in reusable containers with pre-paid return shipping. No Styrofoam 
peanuts of any kind should be included in the shipping box. Please label boxes on the outside 
with your last name and 33rd VWS Exhibition 2012. For all shipped paintings, please include a 
$25.00 handling fee payable to: 33rd VWS Annual Exhibition.

SHIP TO:  33rd VWS Annual Exhibition
  attn: James Warwick Jones 
  The Charles H. Taylor Arts Center 
  4205 Victoria Blvd, Hampton VA 23669 

Accepted Hand-Delivered Paintings. Hand-delivered works must be delivered April 7-8; 1pm to 5 
pm to The Charles H. Taylor Arts Center, Victoria Blvd, Hampton VA 23669 

NOTE: There will NOT be a Salon des Extraordinaire. Due to problems locating a venue with 
adequate security, adequate space, and associated issues with setting up a separate exhibition 
given our truncated time frame, it was decided not to do the Salon. We sincerely apologize for 
this. We will investigate the possibility of displaying the paintings not selected via an online forum. 
More on this in a later issue of the Waterlogue. If it does happen, the VWS website will have the 
link so you may view the “Online Salon.”

Specifications. All paintings must be:

•	 Ready for hanging with screw eyes and wire, framed under acrylic glazing (no glass), using 
only white or off-white mats. Poorly matted or framed paintings may be disqualified.

•	 Maximum frame size in any direction is 40 inches. This includes diptychs and triptychs, which 
must be in a single frame. 

•	 Accepted paintings must correspond to the submitted CD. Works that differ substantially from 
the entry CD will be disqualified. Paintings marked for sale at your current market price will 
include a 30 percent commission to The CHTAC. Paintings marked not for sale should include 
pricing for insurance purposes. 

•	 Please include your name, phone number and the painting’s title on the back of the 
painting. 

•	 Although every care will be taken by the Society, the exhibition committee and The Charles 
H. Taylor Arts Center (CHTAC), Hampton, VA, liability cannot be assumed for loss or damage 
of submitted works. It is strongly suggested that artists wishing protection insure their works 
independently. Submission of a work to the exhibition shall constitute an agreement to 
comply with all required conditions.

•	 Prices listed on entry form may not be changed.

•	 You MUST be a Virginia Watercolor Society member to be in the show.

5



Lodging Three to Five Miles from  
The Charles H. Taylor Arts Center

Crowne Plaza Hampton Marina Hotel 
700 Settlers Landing Road, Hampton, VA 
(757) 727-9700 
hamptonmarinahotel.com

Super 8 Hampton
1330 Thomas Street, Hampton, VA 
(757) 723-2888 
super8.com

Embassy Suites Hotel at Hampton  
Roads Convention Center
1700 Coliseum Drive, Hampton, VA 
(757) 827-8200 
embassysuiteshampton.com

Courtyard Hampton
1917 Coliseum Drive, Hampton, VA 
(757) 838-3300 
marriott.com

Days Inn Hampton
1918 Coliseum Drive, Hampton, VA 
(757) 826-4810 
daysinn.com

Ramada Hampton
1905 Coliseum Drive, Hampton, VA 
(757) 827-7400 
ramadamidatlantic.com

Extended Stay America Hampton - Coliseum
1915 Commerce Drive, Hampton, VA 
(757) 896-3600 
extendedstayamerica.com

Red Roof Inn
1925 Coliseum Dr # 7108, Hampton, VA 
(757) 838-1870 
redroof.com

Savannah Suites Hotel
2134 West Mercury Boulevard, Hampton, VA 
(757) 951-1050 
savannahsuites.com

Hilton Garden Inn Hampton Coliseum Central
1999 Power Plant Parkway, Hampton, VA 
(757) 310-6323 
hamptoncoliseum.stayhgi.com

Quality Inn Convention Center
1813 West Mercury Boulevard, Hampton, VA 
(757) 838-8484 
qualityinn.com

Best Western Coliseum Inn & Suites - Hampton
1809 W Mercury Boulevard, Hampton, VA 
(757) 838-5011 
bestwesternhampton.com

Comfort Inn Coliseum & Convention Center
1916 Coliseum Drive, Hampton, VA 
(757) 827-5052 
comfortinn.com

SpringHill Suites Hampton
1997 Power Plant Parkway, Hampton, VA 
(757) 310-6333 
marriott.com

La Quinta Inn Norfolk Hampton
2138 West Mercury Blvd, Hampton, VA 
(757) 827-8680 
lq.com
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Updated 2012 Area Representatives

*Bedford  Vacant Vacant Vacant 

Charlottesville Edith Arbaugh (434) 977-8388 arbaughedith432@gmail.com

Chesapeake Nancy Midgette (757) 484-1382 pmidgette1@cox.net

Gloucester Paige Strickland (804) 642-5317 olspas@verizon.net

Harrisonburg Brenda Hounshell (540)-433-1727 brendaandtom@msn.com 
/Shenandoah Valley

Lynchburg David Eakin (434) 385-8119 deakin@verizon.net

Martinsville  Jane Iten (276) 956-3904 janeitenstudio@gmail.com

No. Virginia Marie K. Shaughnessy (703) 893-8116 markaneko@aol.com 

Roanoke Nancy Stark (540) 774-9684 h20artnms@verizon.net

Richmond Garry Lou Upton (804) 379-9330 glhupton@netscape.net

South Boston Vacant Vacant Vacant

Waynesboro Pat Cook (540) 942-1580 cookja@intelos.net 

Williamsburg Lynn Hosegood (757) 564-3098 lynn@lynnhosegoodstudio.com

In Memoriam
Sandi D’Alessandro

Our Sandi passed away on Friday, November 11, 2011 after a long and brave battle with ALS.  
Sandi, from Standardsville, was a beloved art teacher in the Roanoke County school system, 
having taught at two high schools where she was also an advisor to a literary magazine.  Students 
enjoyed her excellent teaching skills at Roanoke’s Studio School, the Burton Center for the Arts 
and Technology and at workshops she taught both nationally and internationally.  Her awards 
were many, to name a few: the National Watercolor Society, the American Watercolor Society, 
the Baltimore Watercolor Society, Who’s Who in American Teachers, Who’s Who in American 
Women, Teacher of the Year from the Southwest Virginia Art Education Association, winner of Best 
in Show at VWS’ 2010 Exhibition and many others.  Despite the accolades, Sandi was a humble 
person who always sought to make her students (and friends) feel important, calling one and all 
“sweetie pie”, “baby doll” or other endearments. She never met a stranger and never left a group 
without making a friend for life.  Sandi was, to use a trite phrase, “beautiful inside and out” and 
her passing has left us all the poorer for it.  She will be remembered always as a bright, nurturing, 
light by those who were privileged to have been touched by her. She is survived by her husband, 
Frank and her son, Brian Chadwick, daughter-in-law, Misty, grandchildren, Charlotte Marie and 
Hudson Taylor, stepchildren Frank, Jr. and Erin, her mother, Joyce Taylor, brothers, Holman and 
Brandon Taylor and sister, Marcia Lundie.
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