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It is with great excitement I 
share the co-presidency of the 
Virginia Watercolor Society 2010 
Exhibition. I still consider myself 
a “newbie” in the organization 
though I have been a signature 
member since 1999.

My art career has taken 
many twists and turns through 
the years. I have a B.S. in Art 

Education from Towson University in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Early on I painted sporadically as my 
husband and I were constantly uprooting, first to D.C., 
later to Minneapolis, Minnesota and then to New 
Jersey. In New Jersey I discovered my first mentor in 
watercolor. I eagerly dropped my two daughters off 
at “mom’s morning out” and rushed to painting class. 
Now they fondly remember the days of cheerios, 
visiting galleries, outdoor shows and painting on the 
floor of mom’s studio.

Upon moving to Richmond in 1987, I have thrown 
myself into painting, first in the form of cityscapes and 
landscapes and now into still lifes. I consider myself 
fortunate to have become a signature member of 
not only VWS but the National Watercolor Society, 
Southern Watercolor Society, Watercolor West 
Watercolor Society as well as many others. 

I continue to teach several painting classes a 
week in Richmond at the Crossroads Art Center as 
well as workshops here and abroad. These, along 
with my gallery commitments, keep me on my toes. 
Watching my students tackle a hard subject or grasp 
a design concept fills me with joy. To me, being 
an artist means to give back, either in the form of 
a completed painting, as a volunteer in a local art 
organization or as a teacher/mentor. I have been 
blessed to have done all these and would encourage 
each of you to consider the role that you can play. Try 
your hand at entering this year’s exhibition or helping 
on a committee. The friendships and knowledge you 
gain will carry you through for years to come.

I look forward to serving alongside Beverly Perdue 
as well as meeting many of you in the upcoming 
months ahead.

Susan Stuller

As evidenced by the 
excellence of art work in past 
exhibitions, Virginia has some 
of the best watercolor artists in 
the country. I am honored to be 
serving as co-president of the 
31st Virginia Watercolor Society 
Exhibition.

Thirty-one years ago I was 
a casual artist taking a few 
classes, but mainly focused on 

being a mom to my then two of now three children. 
However, the “art door” was constantly beckoning 
me to enter. Having drawn all my life, I was always 
taking art classes trying to find my medium.

The saying “when the student is ready, the 
teacher will appear”, is true in my case. Having never 
painted in plein air before, I took a workshop with 
Ralph Smith on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. 
I was enthralled with the entire experience. I had 
never before seen one approach painting in Ralph’s 
manner. He must have seen potential in me and has 
encouraged me over the years to find my own voice 
and identity as an artist. My degree from Bridgewater 
College is not in art, but art has always been my 
“true bliss”. I continue to push myself to find that inner 
voice. I love the challenge of creating and exploring 
the “what if’s” so as to bring a painting to its fullest 
expression. As an artist, art is not what you see but 
what you make others see.

Virginia Poehler, a wonderful Virginia artist who 
is no longer with us, encouraged me to enter art 
competitions outside of Virginia. As a result I have 
obtained signature status in several National and 
regional art organizations. I am especially proud to 
have won Best in Show in the Southern Watercolor 
Society and the Virginia Watercolor Society. I’ve also 
been selected for an American Watercolor Society 
show and continue working towards obtaining 
signature membership status. 

Sue and I are very fortunate to have extremely 
talented and hard working artist committees who 
have already been organizing for the 2010 VWS 
exhibition. We are anxious to show Richmond what 
fabulous and talented watercolor artists reside here 
in Virginia. We have some unique and new ideas for 
the show so be prepared!! Happy painting and keep 
those brushes wet.

Bev Perdue

INTRODUCING OUR INCOMING CO-PRESIDENTS

Susan Stuller Bev Perdue
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FROM OUR OUTGOING 
2009 CO-PRESIDENTS

As we grow as painters, we tend to think much more 
about the process of making art and rather less about the 
finished product, the painting.  For those of us who worked 
on the 30th anniversary show, the situation was much the 
same. Exciting as the exhibit and all its associated activities 
have been, it is the process of making it all happen that we 
will most vividly remember. We shared much discussion, 
laughter, frustrations, encouragement, inspiration, and 
good food throughout the eighteen months preceding 
the event, and thereby forged relationships that have 
enriched all of our lives. For this reason we encourage the 
various watercolor communities that exist throughout the 
state to consider taking up the challenge of producing 
such an exhibit. You will have an amazing experience in 
the process, and, thanks to the artistic talent throughout 
Virginia, are guaranteed an outstanding product as well.

The impressive talent inherent in our VWS membership 
was definitely on display in the 30th anniversary exhibit. We 
are truly happy to be able to share with everyone the full 
range and breadth of this show by having a catalog that 
includes all 101 paintings chosen by our juror, Tony Van 
Hasselt.

Although we knew we could rely on the talent of 
VWS members to produce an impressive show, our Board 
initially was not so sure about finding an appropriate 
place to showcase this talent, especially in northern 
Virginia where all gallery space is booked many years in 
advance. The unfinished art center at the former Lorton 
prison was our only option, and our first view of the 
place, as we slogged through terrible mud in hard hats 
and boots, was none too encouraging. But we had faith 
that a year and a half would make a huge difference, 
and indeed it did: the new Workhouse Art Center came 
through with flying colors.

Fortune smiled on us in other ways as well. Our juror 
and workshop presenter, Tony Van Hasselt, was undaunted 
by rain and black clouds as he started teaching, even 
though the workshop had been planned to be en plain 
air. As one workshop participant has written:

“Apparently not only is Tony a fantastic teacher -- he 
can control the weather.  After a first day in a classroom 
where he fully explained his building blocks of painting and 
gave an inspiring demonstration, prospects for outdoor 

work definitely looked 
up. Predicted showers 
never materialized the 
second day in Occoquan 
Regional Park or the 
following day as we 
painted on the streets 
of old town Occoquan 
itself. Twenty five 
students watched as the 

masterpieces poured out of Tony’s brush in a little over an 
hour.  Tony helped us all, no matter what our experience 
level.  His clear guidance, individual and group critiques 
will stay with us for a long time to come.”

The workshop served as prelude to a true celebration 
of our Society’s 30th anniversary, and sunshine reigned in 
the decorations at the exhibit reception and in the faces 
of the enthusiastic crowd who attended. The breakfast 
the next morning brought members back together again.  
The short annual business meeting included an overview 
of the organization’s functioning, an explanation of a 
proposal for a “life membership” category, and a serious 
look at finding future venues for our shows. At the end 
of the meeting, we turned the official VWS gavel over to 
Susan Stuller, who, with Bev Perdue Jennings, will serve 
as co-presidents of VWS in 2010.  A large group then 
accompanied Tony Van Hasselt on a walk-through of the 
gallery, in which Tony commented on the strengths of the 
pieces chosen for the exhibit. 

The culminating event of the weekend was the 
awards banquet, held in the spacious dining room of 
the Fort Belvoir Golf Club. The dinner was delicious but 
best of all was the fellowship among all the members 
who came. Nine VWS members were recognized as 
achieving artist status in the organization and awarded 
certificates. Awards were presented to twenty artists 
by Tony Van Hasselt for the paintings he chose as the 
most exceptional. A special award had been created 
by several VWS members this year to honor long-time 
member and teacher Ralph Smith, who was present at 
the banquet. Chica Brunsvold spoke movingly about his 
influence on her and other VWS artists. 

None of this could have happened without the work 
done by all the Exhibit Board members. No written tribute 
here or in the catalog can do justice to the work done 
so tirelessly and cheerfully throughout the past months. 
Please know that the lists of Board and committee 
members represent as wide and deep a range of talents 
artistic, intellectual, verbal, organizational, and spiritual as 
one could hope for anywhere.  We carry the experience 
of working together with us always, and encourage all 
VWS members to share in the joy of making something 
extraordinary happen! 

Gwen Bragg and Rachel Collins

Tony Van Hasselt

Co-Presidents Rachel Collins and Gwen Bragg received 
roses from the Exhibit Board.
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 Paint in Provence: Vera Dickerson and 
Robin Poteet will lead painters through markets 
and wine country next autumn, painting 
the changing colors, ancient buildings and 
beautiful countryside. Workshop is September 
25 to October 9. Housed at Moulin de la 
Roque, Noves. For more details send e-mail to: 
vera.dickerson@gmail.com or poteetstudio@
comcast.net

 bluedogart (spelled all one word in 
lowercase) is a new art gallery/studio opened 
by member Susan Hogan in Buena Vista.  It 
offers after school art classes in drawing, 
watercolor, and acrylic painting.  Adult lessons 
are offered in the evenings.  bluedogart 
studio/gallery is also home to KID UNIVERSITY, 
a summer theatre and visual arts camp 
offered in July of each year.  We are currently 
looking for artists whose work will appeal to 
tourists visiting the Blue Ridge Parkway during 
the 75th anniversary. Visit our website at www.
bluedogart.vpweb.com. We exhibit space for 
photography and always welcome children’s 
art! Contact information can be had from 
Susan Hogan, 212 East 21st Street, Buena Vista, 
VA 24416, 540 460 0933. email through our 
website or bluedogsue@yahoo.com My contact 
information is Susan Hogan, 212 East 21st Street, 
Buena Vista, VA 24416, 540 460 0933. Email 
through our website or bluedogsue@yahoo.
com

 Call for entries: The Baltimore Watercolor 
Society’s Mid-Atlantic Exhibition at prestigious 
Strathmore Mansion in North Bethesda, 
Maryland will be held April 16 to May 22, 
2010. Open to water media artists residing 
in the Mid-Atlantic States and DC. Juror: 
Jean Uhl Spicer, AWS NWS. $1000 first place. 
Entry by CD. Deadline February 3, 2010. For a 
prospectus and more information go to www.
baltimorewatercolorsociety.org 

In Memoriam
Catherine G. (Skippy) Anderson/Quinton passed 
away on Sunday, June 28. She was an award-
winning artist who exhibited her works across 
the state of Virginia and a past president of the 
Virginia Watercolor Society. She is survived by her 
husband, J.B., two sons and four grandchildren as 
well as her brother, Ray Gammon.

 Jan Ledbettter’s second Guatemala 
Workshop and Tour which she is conducting for 
artists, photographers, and friends is scheduled 
for January 2010. Contact her for further 
information.

 ART AND MUSIC IN SCOTLAND.......July 9 to 
23, 2010. Tour, sketch and paint in the Highlands 
and Islands during the day and enjoy sessions of 
traditional music in the evenings as well as the 
Hebridean Celtic Festival on Harris and Lewis. 
Beautiful scenery. Good company with Vera 
Dickerson and crew. $2250 per person, double 
plus air fare. Contact vera.dickerson@gmail.com 
or 540.992.6585 for more information.

  

OPPORTUNITIES

ATTENTION MEMBERS
Your 2010 membership card is enclosed 
in this mailing. Please mail the card with 
your dues payment of $30.00 to P.O. 
Box 403, Roanoke, 24003. Please do not 
forget to do this, so that you can continue 
to receive newsletters and other Society 
news.

Martha Rhodes, Membership Chairman


