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DEADLINES
June 6 Postmark deadline for entries to 
 exhibit XXX
July 20 Exhibit notifications 
July 25 Registration deadline for workshop 
 with Tony Van Hasselt
August 1 Registration for Exhibit XXX 
 weekend activities
August 26-28 Shipped paintings due
August 28-29 12:00 to 5:00 PM 
 Hand delivered paintings due
October 15 Deadline for submissions to  
 Waterlogue #102
October 16-17 2:00 to 5:00 PM Pick up of hand  
 delivered paintings
October 19 Return of shipped paintings

FROM THE PRESIDENTS
We look forward to greeting all of you at our 

celebration of the 30th Anniversary of VWS!  The 
weekend promises to be festive and fun, centering 
around what will undoubtedly be a knockout show of 
paintings by 100 of our tremendously gifted members.  
So please mark your calendars for September 11 to 
13, 2009!

We start our celebration with a Welcome 
Reception from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at the Main Gallery 
in Building 16 at the Workhouse Arts Center.  The 
Virginia Watercolor Society show will look marvelous 
in this new facility.  Twenty-five lucky participants in 
the workshop with Tony Van Hasselt will have had 
a chance to see the exhibit already, but for most 
of us it will be our first opportunity to view the 30th 
Anniversary Exhibit.  

We will get down to business on Saturday morning 
with our Annual Meeting, also at the Workhouse 
Art Center Main Gallery.  Registration and a light 

breakfast will begin at 9:00 am, and the business 
meeting will get under way at 10:00 am.  At the 
conclusion of the business meeting, our juror Tony 
Van Hasselt will conduct a walk-through of the exhibit.  

Lunch and the afternoon are on your own.  There 
are several places to grab a quick bite not far from 
the Workhouse Art Center.  You will probably want 
to take the opportunity to tour the seven buildings 
of artist studios at the Center.  Not too far away 
are Mount Vernon (which has a new museum 
and multimedia education center), Gunston Hall, 
Washington’s Mill and Distillery, historic Occoquan 
and its galleries, and Old Town Alexandria, home 
of the Torpedo Factory Art Center, just in case you 
hadn’t had your fill of artist studios at the Workhouse 
Art Center!

At 6:00 PM we gather at the Fort Belvoir Golf Club 
for a social hour preceding our awards banquet 
there at 7:00 PM.  A cash bar will be available.   
Please note that because Fort Belvoir is a military 
base all individuals must present a government-
issued photo ID in order to be admitted on base, 
and it is best to allow ample time to pass through the 
security checkpoint (see details in the Exhibit Events 
information elsewhere in this Waterlogue).  But it will 
all be worth it, as a delicious dinner is planned.   At 
the end of the meal, Tony Van Hasselt will present the 
awards for the 30th Anniversary Exhibit.   

You will find a registration form for these weekend 
activities in this issue of the Waterlogue, and should 
plan to send it to our registrar, Cathy Hillis, no later 
than August 1.  Lodging information and driving 
directions can also be found in this Waterlogue.  More 
detailed information will be sent to all registrants.  

We continue to work hard to make this 30th 
anniversary a memorable occasion, and are 
fortunate to have an exceptional group of multi-
talented individuals who are contributing much time 
and effort to making this event a great success.  And 
to top it all off, they are a true joy to work with!   We 
look forward to seeing your artwork here at the 
30th Anniversary Exhibit, and to seeing you at our 
celebration!   

— Gwen and Rachel



Please submit items (typed, if possible) for “Splashings” 
to Pam Ogden, Editor, 615 Academy Street, Salem, VA 
24153 or email momog@aol.com by deadline May 15.

Lynchburgers David Eakin and Basil Burke, 
along with Roanokers Sandi D’Alessandro, Martha 
Rhodes and Nancy Stark had work accepted 
into the Academy of Fine Arts National Juried 
Exhibition in Lynchburg.  Sandi received The Art Box 
of Lynchburg Award for her work entitled, “The First 
Dance.” The show was held April 3 to 24 and the 
juror was Sally Bowring from VCU.

Jan Ledbetter NWS/Williamsburg has two of 
her paintings, a portrait of her daughter, Heidi, and 
a landscape of Colonial Williamsburg, featured in 
Mary Todd Beam’s new book “The Creative Edge: 
Exercises to Celebrate Your Creative Self.”

Johnny Hayes/White Stone had two paintings, 
“Mexican Sunrise” and “Fish Fry”, accepted in the 
Hampton Roads Convention Center’s third “Halls of 
Art” exhibition.  The opening reception was May 15, 
and the paintings will be on display for six months.  
Johnny and Anne Hayes both had paintings at the 
Bay School in the Mathews County exhibition, “By 
the Sea”, which ended May 12. 

Eleanor Cox/Midlothian had a painting 
accepted in the Baltimore Watercolor Society’s 
2009 Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolor Exhibition 
at Strathmore Hall in North Bethesda, Maryland 
April 11 to May 23. Frank Francese was the Juror. 
Ellie also had a painting accepted in the Southern 
Watercolor Society’s 32nd Annual Exhibition in 
Columbus, Georgia. That show will last through the 
month of June. Charles Reid was juror. She also 
judged an exhibition for the Rappahannock Art 
League in Kilmarnock and for the 25th Anniversary 
Exhibition of the Chesapeake Bay Watercolorists in 
Virginia Beach. She taught a two day workshop for 
the group. 

Lynn Hosegood/Williamsburg, who won Best 
in Show in Roanoke last year, was accepted into the 
Transparent Watercolor Society of America show to 
be held in Kenosha, Wisconsin and The Southern 
Watercolor Society Show in Columbus, Georgia. Her 
work, “Piazza degli Uffizi”, will be featured in North 
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Light’s Splash 11: New Directions...  Lynn has also 
been retained to illustrate a book about Stonewall 
Jackson’s Black Sunday School in Lexington...  Any 
VWS member with leads to locate descendants of 
the black school or having old photographs of the 
school or area are urged to contact Lynn at:  
lynn@lynnhosegoodstudio.com.

 Susan Stuller/Midlothian has had one 
painting, “Stuck at the Top”, selected for North 
Light’s Splash 11: New Directions. It will be released 
July 2010. Susan has also won the Fletcher-Terry 
Company & Creative Catalyst Award in the 2009 
Mid- Atlantic Exhibition in Bethesda, Maryland.

 Page Strickland/Wicomico had a painting 
accepted in the Tidewater Art Alliance Juried 
Exhibition which opened April 4 and is displayed 
through July 12 at the Peninsula Fine Arts Center, 
Newport News. The show is titled “Tales of Seven 
Cities.”

Yvonne Boone/Poquoson was invited to 
become an Associate Member of the Miniature 
Painters, Sculptors and Gravers Society of 
Washington, DC. (MPSGS).  She had a watercolor 
in “Tales of Seven Cities” Tidewater Art Alliance 
Juried Exhibition at the Peninsula Fine Arts Center 
in Newport News. The show runs from April 3 to July 
12. Yvonne will also have paintings in the Norfolk 
Academy Art Gallery 2009 from April 26 - May 2.

Carolyn Grossé Gawarecki/Falls Church 
received a third place award in the Potomac Valley 
Watercolorists Green Spring Gardens Show April 28 
to June 28 judged by Fritz Briggs and a third place 
award in the Potomac Valley Watercolorists 35th 
Anniversary Show in January judged by Nicolas 
Simmons. She has also had two entries accepted 
in the Springfield, Missouri Watercolor USA Nat’l 
Show. Carolyn taught a 3 day workshop for the 
Georgetown County Watercolor Society of SC in 
Feb. Carolyn had a large showing of her watercolors 
along with photographer, Stephen Gawarecki, at 
Greenspring Gardens Park from March to April 26. 
May 6 to May 19 Carolyn will be touring Sicily with 
her art workshop group. 

Splashings



bestofartists.com/best-of-america-artists-2/
Best of Worldwide Prospectus: http://www.
bestofartists.com/best-of-artists-worldwide 
For postal entry forms send a SASE to: 
Kennedy Publishing - 5251-18 John Tyler 
Highway # 311, Williamsburg, VA 23185.

 VIRGINIA ARTISTS 2009 JURIED 
EXHIBITION, the Charles H. Taylor Arts 
Center, 420 for further information.  
$6,750 in Cash and Purchase Awards!
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 Jan Ledbetter’s second PAINTING 
WORKSHOP-TOUR TO GUATEMALA January 18 - 
27, 2010.  Artists, photographers, and friends are 
invited to join Jan on a Painting Workshop-Tour 
to Guatemala in January 2010, a land of unique 
beauty, rich history, and colorful traditions. We’ll 
be visiting Antigua, the 16th century Spanish 
capitol, Lake Atitlan, acclaimed as one of 
the most beautiful lakes in the world, Finca 
Los Tarrales, a private forest reserve, coffee 
plantation, and exotic flower growing nursery, 
and Chichicastenango, the largest Maya 
market in Guatemala. We’ll paint plein air in 
the magnificent gardens at Hotel Atitlan (our 
home base), at the Comalapa Maya market, 
at the small Maya village of Santa Catarina 
Palopo, and in Antigua, at the ruins of Santa 
Clara and at Parque Central. We’ll be staying 
at high-end hotels, dining on the finest cuisine, 
and traveling by first class motor coaches. Non-
artists will have plenty of activities during the 
times that artists are painting.  For trip information 
and to contact Jan, see her website: www.
janledbetter.com. This workshop is sponsored 
and arranged by www.exploreguatemala.com. 
Jan is a signature member of NWS, SW, and VWS.

 BEST OF ARTISTS & ARTISANS ART BOOK 
COMPETITIONS. BestofArtists.com and 
Kennedy Publishing is proud to announce 
the Best of America Water Media Artists 
Volume II book series and Best of Worldwide 
Water Media Volume I book series. 25 art 
book competitions each dedicated to a 
single medium or genre. Open to all artists. 
Selected artists will receive a TWO PAGE 
FULL COLOR LAYOUT of their artwork (a 
total of 2-4 images), and their contact 
information in a beautiful Best of book. Plus 
much more. Entry fee is $40 for up to 10 images. 
Postmarked or Enter On-line Deadline: July 1, 
2009.  Best of America Prospectus: http://www.

OPPORTUNITIES

Did we mention the web site?

LIFE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY
We want your input!  The VWS Board is 

considering establishing a category of life 
membership for VWS members who have 
been artist members in good standing for 
many years (at least 20, perhaps 25, plus 
individuals 75 years of age who have been 
members at least 5 years).  In recognition of 
the status of these members, the payment of 
yearly dues would be waived.  If you have 
thoughts on the appropriateness of this 
action and its impact on the organization as 
a whole, please communicate your thoughts 
to Ellie Cox (eleanorcox@verizon.net, 804-
320-1445) or Bev Perdue (bevperdueartist@
aol.com, 804-794-8656).  This matter will 
be discussed at the annual meeting in 
September.  A proposal will then be drafted 
and voted on at the meeting in Richmond in 
spring 2010.
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CREASY JOHNSON FUND
HISTORY AND POLICY

In the early 1990’s a committee was formed of 
VWS members for the purpose of organizing a VWS 
Foundation, separate from the VWS, for educational 
purposes.  In 1993 Annandale contributed $500 left 
after the annual exhibit expenses were paid.  That 
amount, along with memorials, established a policy 
for funding that has continued until 2008.  Most years 
we receive about $2000.  This amount varies as it 
depends on the amount left after all the bills have 
been paid for the annual exhibit.  Generally, we 
have had about eight to ten thousand in our fund. 

In 1996, upon advice from legal counsel, it was 
decided to establish a fund within the VWS, rather 
than a separate foundation, to take advantage 
of the already established non-profit status.  We 
organized a committee, opened a business money 
market account, established grant guidelines and 
changed our name to the Creasy Johnson Fund in 
honor of our founders, John Will Creasy and Ernest 
Johnson.  That committee met at Pat Lawson’s 
home (our state treasurer) in Roanoke in 1996 and 
approved the first grant to Thomas Harrison Middle 
School in Harrisonburg.  Every year since then we 
have approved grants to many diverse groups. 
For example, we have given grants to Newport 
News Juvenile Detention Center, Christiansburg 
High School, Piedmont Arts Association, and The 
Arts Center in Orange, Elkton Middle School, and 
many more. All of us can be very proud of the fine 
instruction that so many have benefited from. This 
program is enabling our non-profit organization to 
fulfill its mission to give back to the communities we 
live in with fine watercolor instruction. As policy we 
use as often as possible a VWS member as instructor 
for the grants.  Just a few names in a very long list 
of exceptional instructors are Nancy Stark, Vera 
Dickerson, Carole Davis, Nadine Allen and Judy 
Bates.  We fund usually in the $1000 range per grant.

The last three years that I have served as 
Chairman we have given more than one grant 
per year.  The committee consists of members 
representing different parts of our state.  Serving 
this year are: Nancy Stark, Gerri Brown, Susan 
Stuller, Nancy Midgette, Vera Dickerson and Nancy 
Newhard Farrar.  Our grant deadline is January 
31st.  Right after that, the grant applications are 
sent to the members for review.  We use a point 
system to rate them followed by a discussion. Then 
we average the scores to determine who should 
be funded.  Our grant guidelines and one page 
application are found on our website:  www.
virginiawatercolorsociety.org under the grants 
heading. We have not received more than three 
grants per cycle.  If you have any questions at all 
about the program and its policy, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.

In our next Waterlogue we will give you the results 
from the three 2009 grant winners.  A full report is 
given each year at our annual meeting and all 
grantees are required to send us a final report and 
documentation to share with all of you.

Jane Iten

Chairman, Creasy Johnson Fund.

MESSAGE FROM SHARON 
MASON, ExECUTIvE 
DIRECTOR OF THE LORTON 
ARTS FOUNDATION

The Workhouse Arts Center is 
pleased to be hosting an exhibition 
of works from members of the 

Virginia Watercolor Society! When the exhibition 
opens on September 1, VWS will be celebrating 
its 30th anniversary and the Workhouse will be 
preparing to mark its first full year of operation! We 
are thrilled to be commemorating such milestones 
with an exhibition celebrating watercolor and other 
water media.  A number of our Workhouse studio 
artists work in water media and we encourage 
you to tour the studios and meet other artists who 
share your passion.  We look forward with great 
anticipation to the opening of this exhibition!

Sharon Mason

Executive Director

Lorton Arts Foundation



DIRECTIONS TO WORkHOUSE ARTS CENTER

FROM WASHINGTON, D.C./NORTHERN vIRGINIA 

- Follow I-95 South to Exit 160 to  
- merge onto Gordon Blvd/VA-123 N  
  toward Occoquan/Lake Ridge.

- Continue to follow VA-123 N.
The Workhouse Arts Center is on the right before the 
intersection of Rte.123/Ox Rd. and Lorton Road.

FROM I-95 SOUTH

- Take I-95 North to VA-123 North via Exit  
  160B toward Occoquan/Lake Ridge.

- Continue on VA-123 past Historic Occoquan.
The Workhouse Arts Center is on the right before the 
intersection of Rte.123/Ox Rd. and Lorton Road.

LODGING
VWS has made arrangements with two nearby hotels for 
lodging. When you make your reservation, identify yourself 
as a VWS member and mention the Lorton Workhouse 
Arts Center to receive our special $99/night room rate.
Hampton Inn Potomac Mills 
1240 Annapolis Way 
Woodbridge, VA  22191 
703-490-2300
http://www.hamptoninn.com/en/hp/hotels/index.
jhtml?ctyhocn=WASWBHX

Comfort Inn Gunston Corner 
8180 Silverbrook Road 
Lorton, VA  22079 
703-643-3100
http://www.comfortinn.com/hotel-lorton-virginia-
VA296?promo=gglocal

BANQUET
The banquet is on Saturday, Sept. 12, at Fort Belvoir 
Golf Club, 8450 Beulah St., Building 2920, Ft. Belvoir, 
VA 22060. Because this beautiful facility is on a 
military installation, please note the following:

30TH ANNIvERSARY ExHIBIT EvENTS LOCATION INFORMATION

• Banquet guests MUST enter at Tulley Gate, off  
    Route 1 on Pohick Rd. Specific directions are  
    below. (Mapquest or GPS devices might offer an  
    alternate route, but you must enter at Tulley Gate.)

• Every person in your vehicle MUST present  
    an official state- or federal government-issued  
    photo ID, such as a driver’s license.

DIRECTIONS TO FORT BELvOIR GOLF CLUB 
From Route 1, take Pohick Rd. to Tulley Gate (0.6 mi). 
Continue on Pohick Rd (0.6 mi.) 
and turn left onto Gunston Rd. (2 mi.). 
Turn left onto John Kingman Rd. Take right onto 
Beulah St. (.2 mi.) 
The Golf Club is on the left (0.3 mi.).

WORkSHOP REMINDER
Even if you don’t get in (or enter, but why 

wouldn’t you?) the VWS show this year, you  
can still participate in the workshop. Our juror,  
Tony Van Hasselt, will be taking us out to various 
picturesque locations around Lorton for 4 
wonderful days of plein aire painting from 
September 8 to 11.

Registration deadline is JULY 25, when the 
lucky 25 participants will be chosen by lottery 
and notified promptly. Tuition is $360. See the 

flyer in the April Waterlogue or contact Marilyn 
Milici, 703.941.4575 or mjmilici@aol.com for 

further information.

LORTON WORkHOUSE ARTS CENTER
The opening reception, workshop, and exhibit will be 
held at the Lorton Workhouse Arts Center, located off 
Route 95 south of the Washington, DC, metropolitan 
area. 
www.WorkhouseArts.org
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESk

Ah, Spring! Did you wonder if it would 
ever arrive? And now that it’s here, are you 
wondering how you could have forgotten 
that ghastly yellow-green powder that covers 
everything and inflicts great misery on you? 
Let’s look on the bright side, shall we?  
Spring is gorgeous and the yellow powder 
has such an intriguing hue to it that we should 
hie ourselves away to our studios and try to 
duplicate that color on our palettes, all the 
while enjoying the view from our shut tight 
windows. Spring also seems to bring out the 
hibernating scam artists along with the pollen. 
Nefarious characters who are, if nothing, more 
abundant than the grains of yellow floating 
around. Yvonne Boone of Poquoson reported 
a scammer operating on the internet under the 
pseudonym of “Susan Miles” with a company 
named Maxim Light International, Inc. She 
received a fake check from the company for 
purchase of her paintings written for twice the 
amount and smelled a rat. Yvonne directed 
her uneasy questions to Karen Schwartz, our 
indomitable web mistress, who told her that 
her instincts were right. So, dear members, 
forewarned is forearmed. Be suspicious of 
anyone asking to buy your paintings which are 
shown on the internet.  All is not what it seems.

This is the last Waterlogue before Exhibit 
XXX in Lorton.  I hope you are all making 
plans to enter the competition and/or attend 
the weekend events.  Rachel and Gwen 
and their committee(s) have been working 
overtime to bring you a first class art weekend 
in a great area for the arts. The Smithsonian’s 
American Art Museum is up and running again 
in Washington and is well worth a visit if you 
have the time. All the old friends are back 
from O’Keefe’s “Manhattan Morning” to “Dan 
Quayle Trips Over His Tongue” by Anders Luade 
to James Hampton’s astonishing “The Throne 
of the Third Heaven of the Nations’Milennium 
General Assembly.”  Stella, deKooning, Kline, 
Diebenkorn and Thiebaud are back, better 
than ever.  And let’s not forget Edward Hopper’s 
“Cape Cod Morning” which is exactly how 
I feel this spring of 2009 barricaded in my 
studio against the cloud of pollen dancing 
outside my windows. I am that lonely woman, 
leaning forward into the light. But not for 
long; I am escaping to France next week.

I hope to see you in Lorton in September. 
Have a good summer!  And be sure to 
send me your good painting news.

Pam Ogden
Editor

“The artist is a receptacle for the emotions that come from 
all over the place: from the sky, from the earth, from a scrap 
of paper, from a passing shape, from a spider's web.”

  -Pablo Picasso


