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DEADLINES
Jan. 15, 2009 Submissions to Waterlogue #99

June 6 Entry Deadline for Exhibit XXX

Sept. 2-30 Exhibit XXX on Display at 
Workhouse Art Center, Lorton

Sept. 8-11 Tony Van Hassett Workshop

Sept. 11 Artist Reception at 
Workhouse Art Center

Sept. 12 Awards Banquet at Fort 
Belvoir Golf Club

Message From Incoming 
Co-Presidents

Wow, what a wonderful 2008 show! Roanoke will be a hard act to follow, but the team in Northern 
Virginia is already hard at work on the arrangements for 2009. The 30th Anniversary VWS Show will 
be held at the new Lorton Workhouse Art Center in Lorton, Virginia. Fairfax County has had the 
vision to turn the old District of Columbia Corrections facility into a magnificent new showcase 
for the arts. Just check out the web site www.workhousearts.org and you will see why I’m excited. 
The location is just off Route 95 in a relatively lightly congested area with plenty of free parking. 
The VWS show will be displayed in the gallery building at the Workhouse for the entire month of 
September. Tony Van Hasselt will be our juror and will lead one of his inspiring plein air workshops 
September 8 to 11, 2009. The Friday reception will be in the gallery itself and the banquet on 
Saturday, September 12 will be in the nearby Fort Belvoir Golf Club. Mark your calendars now! 

Along with our excitement about having the 2009 VWS exhibit in a beautiful new venue, we 
wanted to give all VWS members a “heads up” about a couple of details related to this show. 
Entry submissions to the 2009 exhibit will be by digital image only. This is the method that best 
meets the needs of the juror, all publicity for the show, and the preparation of the catalog, and 
falls within the capability of the largest number of our members, now that slides are becoming 
increasingly difficult to obtain. In addition, all entries to the show must be for sale, priced within the 
normal range for each artist. This is a requirement of the Workhouse Art Center, and ultimately to 
the benefit of the exhibiting artists, as this new Art Center has already established an impressive 
sales record in its first two weeks of opening, generating $26,000 in sales from 50 artists. 

We look forward to hosting as many members as possible to celebrate 
VWS’s 30th Anniversary with all of us here in Northern Virginia in 2009!

Gwen Bragg and Rachel Collins

VWS Board 2009

Co-Presidents: . .Gwen Bragg and Rachel Collins

Vice Presidents:  . . . Marilyn Milici and Liz Roberts

Secretary: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brenda Barthell

Exhibition Treasurer: . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deborah Conn

Directors at Large: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tricia DeWeese
 Jean Gill
 Amanda Lee
 Terri Rea



Please submit items (typed, if possible) for “Splashings” 
to Pam Ogden, Editor, 615 Academy Street, Salem, VA 
24153 or email momog@aol.com by deadline Jan. 15.

Judy Bates/Salem had an exhibit of her 
recent watercolors at North Cross School in 
Roanoke during November and December.

Christopher Wynn/Richmond had his watercolors 
included in these recently juried national shows: 2008 
National Watercolor Society All Member Juried Show, Los 
Angeles, CA’, “Girl in India Market, Jaipur”, Juror: Gerald 
Hannah; Hilton Head 2008 National Juried Art Exhibition 
“Red Cabbage with Basil”, Juror: Pat San Soucie; 2008 
67th Annual Watercolor Society of Alabama National, 
“Just Up and Walked Away”, Juror: Stephen Quiller.

David Eakin/Lynchburg had a painting accepted 
into the most recent National Watercolor Society 
show. David’s work was also accepted into this year’s 
Roanoke City Show which opened in September 

Carol DeBolt Eikenberry/Virginia Beach was 
invited to be the featured artist at the Wassenberg 
Art Center in Van Wert, Ohio for the month of July. 
Over forty of her paintings were exhibited.

Susan Stuller/Midlothian has been awarded 
signature status in NWS. Her painting “A Balancing 
Act” has won the Watercolor Artist Magazine Award 
and has been selected for the traveling exhibition. 
She also had a painting accepted into the Catherine 
Lorillard Wolfe Art Club’s 112th Annual Exhibition at 
the National Arts Club, New York City and has won 
the Edgar A. Whitney Memorial Award for watercolor 
in this exhibition. The Watercolor West Exhibition has 
awarded the Henry Fukuhara Award for her painting 
“A Golden Morning”. This makes 3 for 3 in California 
this month for Susan as, additionally, she has won the 
San Diego Fine Art Society Cash Award in the San 
Diego International Watercolor Society Exhibition.

Gari Stephenson/ Roanoke also had a 
painting accepted into the National Watercolor 
Society’s show and has been awarded artist status.

Jan Ledbetter had an exhibition of 36 
water media paintings at This Century Art Gallery 
in Williamsburg, July 29 to September 5. 

Anne Chaddock/Richmond has had her 
painting “Between Greenwich and Hudson” accepted 
into the Southern Watercolor Society Exhibition. Her 
painting, “Shades of Red”, was accepted into the 
Peninsula Fine Arts Exhibition and her painting, “She 
Loves”, will be in the Best of Drawing Light and Shadow, 
Strokes of Genius produced by Northlight Books. 
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VWS members winning awards in the Virginia 
Highlands juried Fine Art Show were Mei Shu and Z. 
L. Feng, both of Radford, David Eakin/Lynchburg, 
Sally Mook/Blacksburg and Martha Rhodes and 
Betty Williamson, both of Roanoke. Juror was 
Anna K. Singley who is well known to Springmaid 
Beach Water media Workshop participants.

Barbara Taylor Hall/Fredericksburg 
had her painting, “A Delicate Balance,” accepted 
into the 88th Annual NWS show in California, 
which opened September 13.  Barbara also 
received NWS Signature Member status.

Myrtle Hooker/Roanoke was accepted into 
the Rocky Mountain National Water media Exhibition 
in Golden, CO, sponsored by Foothills Art Center.  
Her painting is entitled “Mountain Stream” and 
was seen while the exhibit ran from September 8 
through November 2, 2008.  It was one of 73 chosen 
from 685 entries. Myrtle says, “Needless to say, I am 
very happy and thrilled.” as well she should be!

Gerrie Brown/Harrisonburg won an Honorable 
Mention at this year’s Bath County Art Show. Solly 
Blank/Lynchburg won the William & Louisa Bowles 
Memorial Award Judge’s Choice Watercolor in 
the same show which was held in July. Other 
award winners were Liz Delahoussaye/Mustoe, 
Third Place in Watercolor and Yumiko Ichikawa, 
Third Place in Charcoal, Pastel and Graphics.

Yvonne Boone/Poquoson has art work in the 
following shows: Tuesday Morning Artist Invitational, 
Petersburg Regional Art Center, Petersburg from 
September 12 to October. 4; 25th Annual North American 
Miniature Art Exhibition at the Art Gallery of Fells Point, 
Baltimore, Maryland from September 26 to October 27; 
Abracadabra, the Magic of Art, d’Art Center, Norfolk 
on September 27; Riverfest Plein Air Painting Auction 
to benefit the Elizabeth River Project, Riverview Gallery, 
Portsmouth, on September. 27; The Miniature Painters, 
Sculptors & Gravers Society of Washington, DC 75th 
Annual International Exhibition of Fine Art in Miniature, 
Strathmore Mansion, North Bethesda, Maryland from 
November 17 to January 3, 2009. Yvonne has been 
invited to put artwork in two small works shows: Big 
Small Works Art Show at Riverview Gallery, Portsmouth, 
from October. 3 through November 2. and the Small 
Works Exhibition: Miniatures by Hampton Roads 
Artists at the Charles H. Taylor Arts Center, Hampton, 
from October 2 to November 23. She is also exhibiting 
in the Tidewater Art Alliance Annual Membership 
Exhibit “Significant Expressions” at Portlock Galleries in 
SoNo, Chesapeake from September 19 - October 26.

Splashings
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The Lynchburg Art Club sponsored its Thirty-
sixth Annual Art Festival on September 20. The 
following awards were made to VWS members: 
Lynchburg Art Club President’s Award to David Eakin/
Lynchburg; BB&T and Scott & Stringfellow Award to 
Michael Farrar/Clifton Forge; AREVA Award to Betty 
Williamson/Roanoke; Abe M.Schewel Award to 
Sylvia Gibbs/Staunton and the Helene and Bertram 
Schewel Award to Purnell Pettyjohn/Lynchburg.

Betty Anglin/Newport News had her entry 
selected for the Central Virginia Watercolor 
Guild’s 2008 Annual Exhibit by Charles Goolsby. 
The exhibit was held at the McGuffey Center in 
Charlottesville. She is also participating in the 
invitational miniature show at the Charles Taylor 
Art Center from October 25 to November 23.

Nancy Stark’s/Roanoke painting “Steel Shadows 
End-to-End” took the First Place 40th Anniversary 
Award of Excellence in the Rocky Mountain 
National Water media Show in Golden, Colorado.  
She also received awards for her work in the San 
Diego Watercolor Society, Central Virginia Watercolor 
Society and Nelson Fine Arts Gallery shows.

Jane Winders Frank/Roanoke won First 
Place, the Nadine Allen Memorial Award, in 
the New River ‘07 Exhibit in Blacksburg. 

Vera Dickerson’s/Troutville painting “From 
Cleggan to Cladahduff” was awarded second 
place in the Central Virginia Watercolor Guild 
juried exhibit in Charlottesville in September .She 
also received the 2008 Woman of Achievement 
in Arts award from Roanoke’s YWCA.

Jane Wood/Boones Mill had a one woman 
show at the Franklin County Public Library during 
June and July. She also had a painting accepted 
into the West Lake Juried Exhibit in June.

Liz Roberts/Culpepper has achieved 
Signature status in the NWS.

Chica Brunsvold/Falls Church has work 
that can be seen in the latest SPLASH 10.

Sally Mook/Blacksburg won Awards of 
Excellence in the Appalachian Exhibit, Kingsport, 
TN and the Central Virginia Watercolor Show in 
Charlottesville. She also had a painting juried into 
the Roanoke Rescue Mission’s permanent collection 
for the third year in a row and enjoyed a solo 
show at the Holtzman Alumni Center at VA TECH in 
Blacksburg from September to the end of the year.

Splashings, continued

FROM OUR CO-PRESIDENT 
VERA DICKERSON

Isn’t time elastic? In June of 2007, it seemed 
to stretch on forever as we began plans for 
the September, ‘08 VWS exhibit. By the time 
we reached this past August, the stretch 
had reached its limits, and as show date 
and opening weekend approached, it was 
snapping back with frightening speed.

Now that this beautiful exhibit is hanging, 
no major catastrophe occurred, people 
enjoyed the party, and we have sold several 
paintings, I can take a deep breath and 
wish next years’ officers a productive year 
of planning. Each group brings its individual 
look to its chosen venue and festivities. I’ll 
look forward to seeing friends and being 
near the big city art museums and galleries 
of Northern Virginia/ D C next September.

My congratulations to all who have 
paintings hanging at the Shenandoah 
Club. They have had a wonderful response. 
Beverly Schlegel, manager, says she wishes 
the club had contracted to have the exhibit 
hang longer since there are groups coming 
in on an almost daily basis to view the show. 
That’s the sort of response I love to get.

Juror Donna Watson also praised the work 
in the exhibit, talking about the high quality of 
painting in the state. As I recall, Skip Lawrence 
and Toph Schink had similar kudos to offer. 
That spurs me on to paint more, not less, trying 
to rise to expectations the next time around.

Lastly, I want to express heartfelt thanks 
to everyone involved in producing this 
exhibit. There is no counting the hours given 
as volunteer labor. Everyone came with a 
willingness to follow through, no grumbling 
about deadlines, and a cooperative spirit to 
do the best possible. We even laughed! I can 
wish no less for Rachel, Gwen and group.

So, in this warm autumn season, I’ll raise 
a glass to you all. Equal parts of labor, 
love, diligence, and support, with a large 
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Left to right, 
Nancy Stark, 

Vera Dickerson 
and Tracy Budd 

enjoying the 
Friday night 

reception at 
the O. Winston 

Link Museum.

Vera Dickerson, at right, hands the 
gavel over to Gwynn Bragg.

Shenandoah Club’s dining room, showing a few VWS 
entries and tablecloth painted by Peggy Brandt.

Esther and John Williams, owners of 
Walters Printing, pose with one of 
their John Will Creasy paintings which 
they generously loaned to us for 
display at Friday night’s reception.

One of the tablecloths painted by the Exhibit Committee.

Below, left to right, Nancy Stark and 

Vera Dickerson announce awards.

Nancy Newhard and 
her winning entry.

At left, 
Gerrie Brown 
enjoying 
the elegant 
dessert at 
the Awards 
Banquet.

Pam Ogden, at left, 
and Nancy Stark, 
happy after the 
successful weekend.Sandi D’Alessandro, 

at right, listening 

to Donna Watson 

at the workshop.

A roomful of happy VWS members.

Virginia Watercolor Society Exhibit XXIX 

Photos by Sharon Boyle 
and Pam Ogden
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What a roller coaster ride this year has been! 
The 29th Annual VWS Exhibition weekend was 
the pinnacle of the ride. We were excited to 
welcome fellow artists and friends to Roanoke 
on September 19th and 20th. The Friday evening 
welcome reception at the O. Winston Link 
Museum was a real treat. Not only did we 
enjoy fabulous food prepared by area artists 
and listen to marimba music provided by 
the Shenandoah Youth Symphony but we 
were able to revisit the roots of the VWS with 
a show of artwork by John Will Creasy, Ernest 
Johnson, Norris Coleman and Pat Lawson. I was 
fascinated by stories about these four artists 
as I went about collecting their paintings.

Saturday was a busy day that began with 
piano music and a scrumptious light breakfast 
at the Shenandoah Club. The business meeting 
followed during which those present voted to 
change the definition of artist member. The 
new definition allows an artist member to 
maintain that status if they move from Virginia 
as long as they keep their dues current. It 
will be made retroactive but it is up to each 
individual who is eligible to contact the VWS 
membership chair, Martha Rhodes. We also 
voted to leave the submission format for each 
year’s show entirely up to the juror and we 
voted to remove the stipulation that there 
must be two methods of entry each year.

Donna Watson presented a slide 
show and talked about her life and 
artwork. It was an informative and 
moving talk. Sorry if you missed that!

The Shenandoah Club was transformed 
for the opening reception and awards 
banquet. The hospitality committee under 

Gari Stephenson and Tracy Budd used artwork 
by well known artists as their inspiration. I 
was lucky enough to sit at the table with 
the live goldfish! If you don’t know what I 
am talking about, you really missed out!

The dinner was delicious and expertly 
served. After our peach decadence we 
relaxed with coffee as Donna presented twenty 
awards and spoke about those paintings 
she chose. The awards committee deserves 
a standing ovation for all of their hard work. 
They raised over $13,000 in cash, certificates 
and merchandise which made it easy to give 
some very nice awards. Thanks to Bonnie 
Neuhoff, Susie Feinour and Julia Hartman.

I hope you had a chance to see the show. 
It was expertly hung by Nancy Newhard and 
her workers. The eighty paintings chosen by 
Donna made a statement about watercolor 
in Virginia. It is alive and well and thriving!

The exhibition weekend represents a very 
large part of the work done in VWS in a 
year. But there are other, equally important, 
aspects that deserve recognition. I would 
be remiss if I did not mention the hard work 
done by the slide committee under Sandi 
D’Alessandro, the publicity committee under 
Robin Poteet, the workshop committee under 
Sandi D’Alessandro and Vera Dickerson 
and the registration committee. Didn’t you 
love the goodie bags they made for you?

A very big and very warm thank you to all 
who worked so tirelessly, happily and faithfully to 
make the 29th Annual such a smashing success!

So as this roller coaster car comes 
to a screeching halt I will gladly give 

FROM CO-PRESIDENT NANCY STARK

THANK YOU

The individuals listed below deserve special recognition for 

their commitment to hosting the Twenty-Ninth Annual Exhibition 

in Roanoke. The Virginia Watercolor Society appreciates their 

willingness to act on short notice, their ever present positive 

attitudes and their unfailing dedication. Thank you!

• Lee Penny Baker • Judy Bates • Frances Boyd • Peggy Brandt 

• Gerrie Brown • Tracy Budd • Sandi D’Alessandro • Vera Dickerson 

• Susie Feinour • Jane Winders Frank • Julia Hartman • Jack Hooker 

• Martha Lalka • Judy Lochbrunner • Sally Mook • Bonnie Neuhoff 

• Nancy Newhard • Pam Ogden • Robin Poteet • Martha Rhodes 

• Evie Robison • Beverly Schlegel • Karen Schwartz • Mark Shepheard 

• Angela Shields • Nancy Stark • Gari Stephenson • Harriett Stokes 

AWARDSThank you! Thank you! Thank you!The Awards Committee for the 29th Annual VWS Juried 
Exhibition is grateful for the generous gifts which made our 
awards possible. Individuals and companies in and around 
the host City of Roanoke graciously supported our efforts 
even if some were previously not familiar with VWS. VWS 
members and artists, galleries and societies across Virginia 
were again dedicated donors, making many meaningful 
gifts and memorials. Artist supply companies within 
Virginia and beyond contributed certificates and gifts.
Fifty five donations gave us a total of $13,194. Congratulations to the award winners and many thanks 
to all of you who made those awards possible.

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN:
Attention members: In this mailing you will find a membership card for renewal of your 
membership for 2009. Please fill it out, keep the stub and return it with $30 dues to VWS, P.O. 
Box 403, Roanoke, Va. 24003. VWS does not send out reminders to renew your dues. This is your 
reminder. Memberships run from January to January. You may renew now and be a member 
through all of 2009.You can contact me at mlrart@cox.net, if you have any questions. Should you 
have any changes to your address, e-mail or telephone number throughout the year, please 
let me know either by mail (Martha Rhodes, 3921 Hummingbird Lane, Roanoke, VA 24018), 
e-mail (mlrart@cox.net) or phone (540-774-0247). Thank you for being a member of VWS.

Martha Rhodes
Membership Chairman

“Painting in watercolor is like walking a tight-rope; one 
must achieve a perfect balance between what the paint wants 
to do and what the artist wants to do, or all is lost.” 

Source: Watercolor Bold and Free; by Lawrence C. Goldsmith; Watson-Guptill Publications; New York, 1980; p. 62 

-Mary C. Taylor, Artist quoted in book, Watercolor Bold and Free



Works of art, in my opinion, are the only 
objects in the material universe to possess 
internal order, and that is why, though 
I don’t believe that only art matters, 
I do believe in Art for Art’s sake.

E. M. Forster (1879 - 1970)
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Digital Alert!
After much deliberation, the 2009 Board and 
the 2009 Entries Committee have decided 
to go all digital for next year’s show.  Details 
will be included in the 2009 prospectus, 
but we wanted to give our members a 
“heads up” as they begin to consider 
possible entries for next annual event.  Our 
reasons for the change are as follows: 
1. The juror prefers a single format.
2. Catalog printers require a digital format.
3. Slide projectors, film, and 

processing are obsolescent
4. Mailing a disc to/from juror is much easier/

cheaper than mailing 6 - 10 slide carousels.
5. Scanning slide entries upon receipt to 

convert to digital is time-consuming, 
expensive, and subjective.

6. It has become increasingly easier for 
members to have their individual slides 
converted to digitals at local photo shops.

7. Digital format is desirable for the VWS 
archives, web site, and 2009 dinner program.

8. Image orientation for jurying, catalog, 
web site, etc. will be correct, not 
upside down or backwards.

9. Requiring two entry methods was a 
rule that was rescinded at the 2008 
business meeting last month. 

Jean K. Gill 

OPPORTUNITIES

 JAN LEDBETTER PAINTING WORKSHOP-
TOUR TO GUATEMALA, March 2-11, 2009. 
You’re invited to join Jan on a PAINTING 
WORKSHOP – TOUR to GUATEMALA, a land 
of unique beauty, rich history, and colorful 
traditions. Jan, an award winning artist and 
painting instructor, is a Signature Membership 
of the National Watercolor Society, Southern 
Watercolor Society, and Virginia Watercolor 
Society. To see Jan’s work go to http://www.
janledbetter.com. For trip information, go 
to http://www.exploreguatemala.com.

CREASY-JOHNSON REPORT
This past year, the Creasy-Johnson Fund 

awarded three grants. The first was to Elkton 
Middle School for a watercolor workshop of 
six weeks duration in March for 24 students. 
This workshop combined art with history by 
visiting local historical sites then using photos to 
produce paintings that will be displayed during 
the town’s centennial celebration. Lisa Gooden, 
parent volunteer, was the applicant and Tracy 
Moyers, the instructor. They were given a partial 
grant of $660 which funded the instruction.

The second grant was awarded to Elkton 
Elementary School Art Camp for a full amount 
of $750 which funded the cost of instruction. 
The camp met from June 8 to June 13 with 
two 90 minute sessions, one for K-1 and one 
for third to fifth grades. Forty-eight children 
participated and learned many watercolor 
techniques to produce landscapes and still lifes.

The third award was granted to Sandi 
D’Alessandro at Hidden Valley High School in 
Roanoke with a full funding of $983. Nancy 
Stark was the instructor. The grant funded a 
five day workshop on traditional watercolor 
techniques during the month of May with 70 
students participating. Sandi provided photos 
of the Art Deco architecture of Miami’s South 
Beach District which exposed the students 
to lessons in art history. In addition to the 
five day workshop, Nancy gave a 90 minute 
workshop for all Roanoke County art teachers 
and art club students. The works were on 
display at the VWS’ 29th annual exhibition 
at the Shenandoah Club in Roanoke.


